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Pesticide reduction for lawns

By EARL ARONSON
The Associated Press

ed to r!du:e. by

abuul 75 runl use of tradition-

al pesticides in (ree, shrub and lawn

care service has been announced by
xpert Co,

The com which_operates in
the Uni ltedpsal.glu and. cnpera Ty
cently lmunl'gd a Plant Health Care
wﬂgsm in five ically se-
lected areas totest ilsef[gchuvm%ss

It nd that use of l.rad:tlnnal

Lhrubs

. pestici
rednced Iu- nbw thmug:
use of alternative materials,
rmre effective identification of in-

sects, diseases and plant

thd pmcnpuon spraying.

fiVe representative regions
wlm‘e lawn spray services were
monitored, the use of insecticides
and herbicides \-rns cut, by about 40
percent and 50 percent respectively,

the use of specially designed
applica mmeqummenl

“'these substantial reduc-

tions in pﬂl]rid.e use, the fact that

there was no significant difference in

the level of insect and weed control,

and the of Davey customers

for the nt  Health S:ée ap-

proach,” the company decided to im-

plement these programs on a compa-
nywide basis in 1988,

Editor's note: Pat Leuchtman,
who has written this column {Dr
several years, will be going I
China to work as an editor, -begm

ning sometime in January. Dur-
ing Pa.f ‘s absence the column will
be writlen by Bonnie Wodin, an-
other Heath resident. This is
Pat’s last column. Bonnie's first
wj:! appear Saturday, January
7th,

Janus, the Roman god of door-
ways, is the ancient patron of be-
nnings. He has two faces, one
looking east and the other to the
west. As [ greet this new year it is
especially appropriate that 1 look
back at the nine years 1 have
spent here at the end of the road
and then look forward to a year
that promises ‘to be filled with
unimagined adventures in a
teeming eity. 1 will say good bye
to my home in the wesl, then say
hello to a temporary home in the
mysterious East - Beijing, China.
Looking back, T am grateful for
the léssons learned and blessings
received, In my entire life I have
never lived anywhere for nine
Emrs This has certainly been a
lessing. As we worked, very
xlmly‘ fo tighter up our farm-
house making it warmer and
more comfortable, as we worked
to plant trees and gardens, 1
learned about patience. Houses
xd gardens are not built in a

fam not a patient person. [ am
always rushing. But over the past
nine years, I've watched the sea-
sons march across my hmdsc;rc
and m!wred the changes that
ture ai have wrought. T've
nted fruit trees, grape vines,
bushes, flowers and a wu

ple of dozen rose
vegelable garden Natum ha< set
Ube lightning dancing, stirred up
the gales, turned streams to tor-
rents, scattered her own seeds
am bnal]ned Iln:m to life. We
changed the view from
the lntthen wmnov. It's just that
[m s]ow and Nature is more

And that s another lesson.

T used to think [ was strong. |
welcomed a move to the country
where there was “no enemy but
winter and rough weather.” Now
I know nature better and appreci-

ate the work we do together, but 1
make*

am humbled. T can
chlnfﬂ. but my strength is

One of the greatest blessings of
myLni in one place for nine
gaining a community of
tnmﬂs It is a gift to have
llme lo get to know people,
their talents and

uwﬂuu nnd eruuy the variety of

Ileir

gnrden and the
mnhrs who {avc shared their
own stories and knowledge with
me, | have been enriched. I've
learned from your wisdom and

Good bye

A salute to a Roman god

Pat

Leuchtman’
"

Between
The Rows

laughed at your stories. And
learned not to take myself so seri-
ously, to admit my mistakes and
accept the fact that I'll probably
make a lot more. It's taken a long
time for the girl who used to do so
well in s to learn that a mis-
take can be more instructive than
aright answer.

When 1 first started this col-
umn, I promised to be an enthusi-
astic, not necessarily ex gar-
dener. Tt feels strange tnm for-
‘ward to a stay in China labeled as
@ Foreign Expert working for the
Foreign Experts Board. My par-
ticular job will be to ““polish™ the
English produced by the
Chinese writers and translators of
& Chinese women's magazine that
is distributed internationally.

or the past months my hus-
barld and I have talked to many
Pef’pie who have actually worked
traveled there. They are hap-
s o tell us about the climate, the
cy system, the most mm
man health problems, transpor:
tion, plmnhlrgand food, We read
books and then we iry to look
thmugh IM fog of Hollywood im-
ages of pagodas, silk gowns em-
broidered with dragons and tea
ceremonies, past the grainy cli
of revolu onary marches, worl T
ers cnlleeuvﬁ nnd bureaucratic
meetings on the nightly news to
the realiiy uf everyday Chinese
life. But we have yet Lo taste that
reality.

They say that every seven
years all the cells in your body
are r!p]aoed so that every seven
years are a new person. In
1989 1 wﬂl turn 49 and my seventh
(eighth?) new self will be ready
for new adventures. This is
4 new season in my life. I've been
a student, businesswoman, teach-
er, writer. 1 pack my trunk mlh
I trench coal

a
stout Wailung shoes ready m
be comrade worker, a foreign
correspondent, a traveller!
1 walk the doorway of
new year, trembling with an-
LIDH and some anxiety, but
it that Janus has never
closed the door to one happy ex-
perience without opening another
door leading to equally rewarding
adventures.

The Chinese will not celebrate
their new year for a few weeks,
yet this i |s the last time I'll stop to
chat with you eeri the rows
I'nrnwh]la mI:endywﬂmLm-
ditional new vear's wish-
es for respect, good fortune, op-
portunity and peace!

tici]

in. pesticide
reduction resulted when re-
searchers mixed soaps uced
nmwnlsaf ides,"” the company
-y found that soaps not
control pesls but also appear to
act as a sticky adhesive, adhering
the reduced levels of pesticides to
vau longer, providing a residual
&l
“In a five-area sample (Buffalo,
N.Y.: Cleveland; Memphis, Tenn.:
Mimeapolns, and Pittsburgh), re-
sults show that only 1,260 gallons of
traditional pesumivm were used in
tree foliage treatments, compared
with 2,540 gallons used in the same
Broup in 1986. Researchers were able

to document that a 50 t reduc.
tion of pesticides combined with or-
ganic soaps produced essentially the
r;m effective results in pest con-

Davey nsr:i"m"

oject another 25 percent reduction
rn traditional pulr:ée use in tree
care. The reduction will come from
spraying techniques to reduce drift
and increase accuracy; use of appli-
cation ipment to control pres.
sure; and more effective plant moni-
toring by a trained field staff.

“‘l'e achieve further pesticide re-
ductions, researchers are continuing
to test alternative products, such as
mineral, Neem and citrus oils, and

*“This yur

natural pesticides derived from
f:‘anla‘lsuch as Rotenone and Pyre-
rum."

Davey reports it has developed a
customizer with a no-drift nozzle for
spot application of pesticides

In & five-area sample of lawn op-
Rratmns {Akron, Ohio; Charlotte,

proves effective

with nematodes (microscopie para
sites), milky spores (bm:m) nnd
natural pesticides as a

which they project nlll account lor
an additional 25

traditional pesl.luﬁ: useby 1990.

Davey, which nmlglnlrssnn‘&m
4,000 management, fiel support
Eas developed a new em-

N V
and “a.snu:glnnl Davey re
that 2,260 gallons of nermudes anﬂ
800 gallons of insecticides were used
in 1967, compared with 4,800 gaJJum
and 1.020 gallons, respectively, in

Davey researchers are working

ployee Plant Henllh Care Lrammg

program. It says the prnm
sysT.ech l|B|:.'_‘:m|);u-|u1f:h o q:xs
!zwus lhrwgh the use nI diagnostic
checkups, prsmpuonpw manage-
ment, proper nutrition and cull:.lnl
practices

Hammers: Simple tools need proper handling

By ANDY LANG
The Associated Press

The old self-deprecating remark
that “'I can't drive in a nail straight'"
is true as often as not. Lots of people
can't. The reason is that a hammer
seems like the sim| est u[ Lools to
I e gat easi cls
ts quite easily, tlsuser[ee
a bit hels

Actually, a hammer 13 a simple
tool to use — if it is handled proper-
ly. The hammer should be gras:
near the end of the handle so that
you get full leverage when you strike
ablow.

Use yw.r wrist fur light Iapsbfwr
arm and elbow for medium
and vour full arm, including your
shoulder, for heavy strikes. Hit the
nail or whatever squarely. Avoid
sln.ncln; blows and under strikes or
over strikes,

To drive in a nail straight, rest the
face of the hammer on the nail, lift it
f'\:at a couple of inches and tap the

d of the nail Holding the mail
with your free hand, hit it a few
mare taps.

Once it has set solidly into the
wond release your free hand and

plete the action. If you are driv-
ng l.he nail into hardwood, a pilat
hole should have been made to ac-
cept it, a move which helps

any of the nail. Even in soft-
wood, it's a good idea to pierce the
wood a bit with an awl or similar

nted tool.

in your hand as you pick it
‘manipulate E._Ellhyﬂn‘

wn-l-t.er narcissus

36 inches, are for heavy jobs where

%r'l:l smku:i”fom is required
'Y can wel rom 2 1o 20
iriiling pcllnds

hammers, Wﬂtmg
2104 pﬂLmds are small sledge
mers with shun handles and are rec-

nails into cancrer,e or w]l?h 1oals that
drive nails and pins into concrete,
brick and other masonry. Some of
the nlher :pﬂ:lally hammers include
e for . metalworking,
wulmg and chipping masonry, fin-
ishing welding beada. e -
Safety goggles should always be
worn when ua hammers against
equally hard objects. This
is true when \mnganyhnddstnk
ing tool. When striking another tool
wn.ha hammer, smh:sa u::,d chis-
el, punch, ete., the striking face of
the ‘hammer should have approxi-
mteiy twice the area of the struck

Other safety precautions: Never
strike with the side of the hammer,
Never strike one hammer with an-
other. Never use a hammer with a
Ipose or damaged handle. Inspect
the hammer often. Dmrdltwhm

In any case, the 16-ounce hammer
a curved claw can handle the
many household projects ing
the use of the relatively soft common
nail. A curved

%

claw gives more le-

(i i Cooperative Extension affice
l |
J

Forced to blossom indoors, these narcissus show promise of a season
that's still a long time and much cold weather away

Garden Calendar

This_information is provided by
Karen Idoine of the University of .
Massachusetts Cooperative Exten
sion Service.

Now is the time to:

= notice how winter winds move
across your landscape. Do you need
more shelter for vulnerable ever.
green shrubs? Consider planting a
windbreak next spri

= use branches from your Christ
mas tree to provide extra protection
for perennial and bulb beds or small
shrubs,

= consider the ecological value of
the work that irees do. They control
erosion, reduce nutrient leaching
from the soil, enhance water perce-
lation in the soil, provide wildlife
habitat and congsibute to spemes di-
versity, Order your seedling trees
early to assure the selection you
want

+ take cuttings from evergreen

" hollies to propagate indoors. Re-

mave the lower leaves from &- (o B-
inch shoots nnd poke into damp
sand. Keep the sand moist and the
foliage misted. It will help to cover
the cuttings with clear, ventilated
lastic a provi
t. Maintain cuttings in a bright,
«cool location until roots are well-es-
lished in about three months.
= look for All-America Selections,
such as Coreopsis Early Sunrise, for
1989, as you browse seed
catalogs. This selection is a perenni-
al that behaves as an annual, flower-
ing early and continuing to flower

ide some bottom -

under adverse and variable condi
tions throughout the summer

* pruné maple. birch, honey lo-
cust, walnut, magnolia and pnpldr
for balance and aesthetic quality in

January, These species produce a
bea flow in later winter, and
sh pruned prior to that time.

gloxinia tubers. They will
h]oum in Marcl

Offering you the best names in
equipment, and service:

STIHL

BRIGGS & STRATTON
KOHLER
TECUMSEH
Simﬁlicily
Open Mg . FH.SQ'GO 8

Q0DLAp,,

SALES and SERVICES
Greenfield Rd., Leyden, MA.
413-774-7664

é«

ing, shaping :md straightening un-
hardened meta

A ball pein hammer has a rounded
half-ball, or peen, instead of a claw
opposite its sl.nhug surface. A mal-
let has a plastic or
rawhide head to drive cliisels and to
hammer joints together. It is ideal
for brass and jewelry work, and au-
tomobile projects where a metal
hammer :nuI damage the surface_

There are dozens of other spacnal
ty hammers of various sizes_

hammers, with handles of from 14 l.n

Pruning
reminder

*  This information is
ed by Karen Idoine of
m’srl) of Massachusetts Canp
erative Extension Service.

Be aware that the USDA has
changed some of its advice on
pruning trees

!'D\’ld'

Instead of making a flush
cut as close to the main stem
as possible, leave the slightly
swollen base of the branch.
called the branch collar, in-
tact. The plant will produce
pew cells quickly from this *
area to heal the wound

For more complete informa
tion, and a diagram. consult
the 1985 University of Massa-
chusetts Cooperalive Exten-
sion Garden Calendar, or your

the face shows wear,
cracks

tha mmir.s he
or anything that doesn’t seem to
the way it was when the hammer
was new.

In ch
clally caref

the hammer, be espe-
about looking at the

td.ges of the face; chipping may oe-

11 can be very costly. A
‘Window Quilt shade is like
-adding 4 panes of glass to
your present window — that's
three times better than a
replacement window_ Best of
all Window Quilt also adds

| privacy, security and solar
control.

Window Quilt

RENAISSANCE
BUILDERS
| (413)863-8316 % 863971

Authorized Sales & Serwice 1
=

Get Lennox’s
Pulse” Gas
Furnace
With an
Exclusive
Limited
Llfetune
Warranty* At

FRONTIER
HEATING & COOLING

665-8186

The Award-Winning
Pulse Now Has An
Award-Winning
Warranty. One More
Great Reason To Buy

LENNDX:

Lennox. No short cuts
to quality.

“covers heat exchanger
assembly parts only. See your
dealer for full warranty detoils

For Your Comfort and Health
All Our Mechanics Are Non-Smokers




