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getplants off to fast starts '

i

“dotting soils

el

the fall and winter we

X ) we - ture like the spathiphyllum - and for~ we-'iﬂ! paying most attention to

:""ﬂ':*r“ lot D::l::l‘.: W-": :Ilﬁl'g“: Pat gardeners who kncw they won't keep  them, because that is usually a dor-
—. i s IO L U l e #

i m':“-“ e ol Leuchtman a daily eye on their piant § walering mantm.uum or  season of slow
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oung new plants will be small and

old in a tiny pot- One of the first

1ings we have to do is it. Pro-

iding & good potting soil will start
v ur néw plant on a healthy happy

g -
.+ Generally speaking we- can say
~ hat a good potting soil must be po-
; wus enough 1o keep from constrict-
wo.0f plant roots and allow waler to
4 brain, and it ‘must be absorbent
. mough to hold some moisture for the
T ools

Where can you get good potting
i wil? Certainly not in your backyhrd

~zarden soil i5 probably too heavy, .

ot to mention full of bugs and even
,» #0il borne diseases. You can sterilize
vl in the oven, but that's a lot of
imelly trouble,

Every [lorist and supermarket has*

«pyramids of plastic bags filled with

.o @eneral potting soil; succulent mix

cand African violet mix and other
w variations. [ have never found any-of

~ cthesé mixes much more successful

than garden soil. Afier a couple-of
walenings they tend to pack down

&z likp a ek -

‘oriunately, next to the bags of
~potting soil, .you'll usually find bags
of perlite. veriicultie and peat
moss, With these you can doctor the
potting seil to make a good mix your-
self, : -
Vermiculite and perlite are j

ganic compounds and look very-strol

lar. T prefer perlite because ‘it will
not break-down aftér several years:
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it will maintain its ability. to aerate
the soil,

- If you had a supply of clean build.
ers sand you could use this to lighten
Your potting soil-instead of perlite.
Peat moss will also ]:ru-.'ide organic
material for your soil mix and it will
also help to hold moisture so it
doesn't drain away instantly '

A basic soil mix will be one third
soil, one third vermiculite, perlite or
sand and one third peat moss. If |
were going to pot up a succilent or
cactus, | would add a little extra per-
lite to insure that it would drain
more quickly,

You can use clay or plastic pots,
depending on your own preference,
but there are benefits to each. [ like
the look of clay pots: the warm color

and dull finish please my epp Be-
cause waler nol ¢nly runs out of the

bottom of the pol. but evaporales
through the porous sides, clay [;auls-
are especially good, for plants like
cactus and succulents that neéed te
¥ out between waterings and can
nd being dry for a while
" Plastic pots are not porous. They
p&0il moist Tor a longer fimié so

Ahey are particularly good for plants

that require nearly continious mois

is time plants respond

No matter what kind of pot you

use, it must be crocked to insure

drainage. Crocking simply means
putting clean shards of oid flower
pols or pébbles in the bottom of the
pot' so Lhat the drainage holes will
not become clogged with soil. Drain-
age is vital for any plant, even one
that likes a lot of moisture because if
the soil gets walerlogged and stays
that way, fam roots will rot and the
plant will die.

You can reuse fowerpols many
times, bul in the interests of vour
plants’ health, make sure vou wash
them well and sterilize them before
using again. A solution of 10 parts
water to | part bleach is all vou need
to sterilize the pot. Rinse well

Onee your plant is settled in s
s0il mix, in its pot, you'll have to wa-
ter and fertilize it properly. It's obvi
ous that the potting soil mix [ have
described” is not _very nutritious
Your plants will eount on you to fer-
tilize themn during ‘the growing sed-
son whith is-generally from' March
through fctober” i

- Housiéplint ferfilizer Formulas will
vary considerably. They will be ider-
tified by three numbers like 5-1-1
ifish emulsioni which lists: the pro-
portion of nitrogens (N, phosphorus
(P}, and potassium (K

gen and flowering plants from a
slightly- greater .proportion of phos-
pharus. Many brands will identify
themselves as being good for blodm-

ing plants. African violets or plants §
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A final reminder for those who are
considering applying for the Cooper-
fg:i“ Extension Service Master Gar-

ner program. Applications should
be in by Nov. 15, i g .

Even il you don't think you are an
Exp(;ﬂl&:ul like to work with garden-
£rs, program is a wonderful op-
portunity to provide a valuable ser.
vice while you have fun working with
fascinaling people. The training ses-
sions will d al the Extension of-
fice in Northampton from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. for 13 weeks beginning Jan. 12
Then the new Master Gardeners will
volunteer 80 hours of time to staff
the hotline, answering gardeners
questions, hold soil testing eclinics
around the county and work on other
horticultural projects.

If you have dny questions call the -
Extension office 774-2002
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Faliage plants will benefit from &
slightly greater propoftion of nitfo-.
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