Cooperative trees force new look attr

The Christisn Sclence Monitor

5 If only earthworms could' talk.
~' Their slender, flexible bodies free of
: projecting afms or enable them -

touplmﬂlkhyr:slfl of tree roots
spread out beneath our feet. Worm-
ing their way between eéven a rock
and a hard place they can follow the
siibterranean circuits through which
water and nutrients flow. We, on the
other hand: get ,only sporadic
' -glimpses of the underpinnings of
trees. A hurricane throws an ancient
o rnapio tipping up its roots for our in-
spection; waler scours oul a
. niverbank. undermining the roots of
the hemlock* growing at its edge; a°
mail-ordered sapling cherr; arrives
¢ anthe'doorstep bare-rodtéd

Sl DeIiberate excavalions of mature
- lrees involve moving as much as 300

"tins of ngn!.al. a time. But from these

ic ‘undertakings' comes the

that rnnst Lree rofts occu-
mt“ m ]'eho:’i ni “sonl, and
it exe wi the und "is
bae, the smialler absucrhmsgr?‘odlk :
- treeg oceur in the top six inches. T
. 'be sure, the size. and -shape of |he
root- system depernid” 6n species-and
on soil mndmuqs The drier. and
rer.a soil;-the more far-ranging «

! rﬁalrm to“ther,

top, W :rém wyer &

:{eselop (Mem as big as the

mwn T‘hezhm&l has also cm'rl'clt:d

the artist's notion that roots radiate

.evenh' from the trunk's hase. Roots

‘go wherever the going is good. no
matter how lopsided the resultl

Roots go where the going is
good :

It 15 this latter characteristic that
is most likely to confront us. Tree
roots regilarly invade and occupy
our drains, and they erect barri-
cades as they come lo the surface
‘between sections of concrete side-
walk. Roots expropriate the water
-and fertilizer we put out for the
grass on our lawns, and they supply
the resurgence of sprouts on the
sturtips of trees cut Yown years ago,
. 50 many of our dealings with tree
" roots are contentious ones that in our,
struggle for dominion, it is easy to be
remitnded-of the Fhmmwphs of Ang-
kor Watyoe-Tikal, piftures of trium-
- phanl tree rools with 4 stranglehold
4n'th ains of civilization. -

d ourselyes; co mg with -
hat mugt they do with each
Fees have so many identital -
tastes that closely spaced
as destined 16 clash as Two u‘og%
sfaced with a single bone. Gargen

!une learned from experie

criwded fettuce pldnts iionl u

rly.- Il seems only
Ihe- m‘irﬂ'lp!e a»hnuﬂ exlmd o lrm

Ihnl

for ndoor gardeners

" '» Begonias are a large and varipd
family.of flowering plants that are

A Allof them produce {lowers in
4hadesol pifk, whité, red br Arange.
‘Some are held Aabove the leaves in
delicate sprays and some droop in

pendulous clusters m:ﬂung them pe1

. = fect for hanging baskels.
- The rex O prized for its
magnificent foliage. These leaves

- are often ﬂl.llte large, a Yoot or soin
length and nearly as wide across,
.but there are miniatures as well that
can be tucked into Sstea cup or ter- |
rarium. Hex begbnia leaves are nol
only large, they come in a variety of
forms, heart-shaped, long and tager-
ing, déeply cleft and wing-shaped,
sometimes spiralled and-som s .
with ruffled edges. And fina ey
come in a4 whole rainbow of olor, all
shades of green, red and pmk even ,
pllﬂl': and silver. :
“painted leaves' of rex bego-

nias are lushly described in the cata-
fogs. Fireworks has large leavés
with “‘wine red veins blending into-
. silver and an edging Y-

# Painted Lady is “'daubed

ﬁse an nrtist 5 pallet with splasheés.

Fur a]l gmr ilambc-} dnce, rex be-
gonias ge not difficult to grow. They
m.'ed hright light, biit no direct sumn.
An east or west window is vur%mgond

. ‘Temperatures can range in {

but they will your house

“is hot and dry. If they are kept.in a
- room that is too warm, the leaves
will curl and may become blotchy,

Weakened by too much Heat they are
more susceptible to  attack by
aphids, mea!ybugs or c;clamen
mites.

Humidity 1s |mportanl ln bego-
nias, If vour house is very dry in the
winter, they will benefit from a hh-
migifier — and so’ will you and your .
furniture. Without-a humidifier. yoi
can fall back on the old technique of

of ras;

<

setting flower pots on a tray .
filled with and water. You
don’t want the, pots sitting directly in

the water, but as it evaporates the
air- around the plants will be more
humid. "~

. Rex begonias do best when they
are at least slla!ﬂ.iﬂnpulhmmd It's a
good idea to use plastic pots so that
~ the soil will remain moig and not
dry out rapidly. On the other hand
you do have to use some caution —
don’t overwater. Fertilize once a
month with a dilute solution of
houseplant  fertilizer duiing the
gmn season which éxtends from

arch t Oclober.

their winter dormant sea-

onias will not put out any
new folsage and they may drop a few
leaves, but don’t get discouraged
They wlll put out new growth in the

j Dun

‘very rewarding for the indoor gar- "=

. method that is similar,

"Between

ﬁprlng

mgst ideal conditions. Plants often

surprisé us by adaptisg well to a Jess - i

“than perfect. situation. We all kndw
people who have had greal success

when -conventional wisdom uuuldf'

have decreed failure.

Any-begonia can be propagated by,

taking a stem cutting, but it %Thsfl’k
nating to watch a_rex 1w leal
produce ti !k_\\ planllms rom leaf-
vein cttings. Depending oh the size
of your leaf, ybu ma need.a fairl

wide flower ked so it \Miv
drain well and f:l[ed with a loose
rooting medium. Take the rex bego-

nia_leafl and turn it dver so ¥ou ¢an*

see the veins clearly. Only chopse.
veins that run from the cenier of the

leaf all the way to the edge and cut -

across them wit
Press the leafl with its several “cut
veins intg lhe damp roofing medium
and in a few weeks a plantlet will

grow from each cut

1t's important o\ eep lhe leaf in
contact with the damp rootin
ium. You can do this by pinning the
leaf down with hairpins or paper

a razor ~blade.

clips. I've known people who sprin- *

kle a few pebbles on top of the leaf.
Put the whole flower pot in a clear
Elasuc bag and close it 1o keep in the
umidity. Keep the pot oul of the sun
while 15 rooting.  When the-
antlets.are two inches tall they can
separated anid pntlrd up in their,
ownpots
There

is another propagation
ut you cut
the leaf into wedges. cach wedge in-
cluding a vein that goes from the
center to the edge. Take this wedge'
and put it in a small pot of damp
sand pointed end down and.put this
Bgl into & plastic bag, Whenever you
vg a plant or cutting in a plastic
bag, ‘make sure you have arranged

‘ supports so that the bag does not -

touch the plant or it will rot. Again,
keep the pot out of the sun and in 8-10
weeks . vou should have a new
F[antlel that can be mepotted into a
arger pot with regular potting soil,
Sourves:  Kartuz  Greey %
1408 Sunset Drive, Vista -CA 92083;
Lauray of Salisbury, Undermountain
\Rd. Salisbury, CT 06068 catalog $2;
Logee’s  Greephouses, 55 North
Street, Daniefson, CT 06239 catalog
o B s

Il we 'warm-blooded" mobile crea- -

Don't despair of growing begonia | |
*if your house does not rme the

ined- |-
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