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temperatures that are too cold will
cause flowerless stems, and spols on
leaves and blossoms.

All archids need humidity between
50 and 80 per cent. Setting the potted
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Between
The Flows

]:Ianla on a ndy filled with pebbles
and water and misting the plants
dail 1uu'lli help. However, since hu-
¥ i8 crucial it’s advisable o
place one of the new small humidifi-
ers near your plants. They need this
dependable humidity — and you'll
feel better for it during the dry win-
ter months as well.
Catteleyas, oncidiums and
is orchids all do well in the
me. One of the reasons orchids

make such exciting houseplants is
that the plant is so long lived and

g;od onglasting . blooms.
telya hlmms (nften used in cor-
sages) can last as long as three or

four weéks. A mature phglaenopsis

can produce flower clusters two or
three times a year and each spray
will last a month or more.

. Most orchids do not grow in seil;
they grow on trunks and branches of
trees with aerial roots, but they are
not parasites. In culiivation they
must be dg‘i-.ren a special potting mix-
ture made of bark that will allow air
and maisture to reach the roots. -

The rooting medium for orchids
drains quickly so they must be wa-
tered regularly, erably in the
morning so the foliage can dry by
evening. Lifting the pot to see how
light it is will give you a better idea
of when it's time to water. The top
may feel dry while plenty of mois-
ture is left below. Too much water-

ing will rot the roots.
Orchids are heavy feeders, mough
they r\eqmmlessﬂuringl.hﬂlrru

periods. do not
ishment from

ng soil,
be fertilized with a 30-10-10 I'ertihir
Always lerliliz: after u?h
been watered. Potting medium and
fertilizer are readily available imm

any nursery that sells orchids. |

Lighting requirements va Lh
the different gener _?ey
oncidium need lots t, but
shw]ﬂ be protected I‘Nm ull mid

¥ sun between March and August.
Phalatno?am needs less light and
will do well in an east window,

. Orchids need to be repotted every
year ur two. Choose a time when the

lant just starting new shools.
E’halnennpms orchids are
monopoidal and should be centered
in the new pot, but most other or-

zontally and will require Toom.
Eventually roots may appear out-
side uhepot but remember these are
lu they don’t indicate that
nt |s

they are about five

rs nld hlming age plants can-

e:cpensive. but younger ones can
be bought for the same price as oth-
er houseplants.

We don't need to emulate Rex
Stout’s famous detective Nero Wolle
who spent hours in the orchid
house on top of the 35th Street
brownstone, An orchid or two on the
windowsill won't take much time
and will give a lol of pleasure.

Fall is an ideal time to look at our
houseplants and to see if we might

like to add somethi
esting. Th is sti
*plants I.hutegny nol be available lo-

nd. Orchids begin

new and inter-
time to order

cally and have them sh:pfd throuE
the mail without being ¥

severe weather. The .hmennan Or-

chid Society (6000 South Olive Ave,

West Palm Beach, *FL 33405) sells

many books and booklets that will

help the novice orchid gardener: |
.100 - Handbook on Orchid Culture,

92 pages, $3.95; . 203 - You Can Grow
Orchids by Mary Noble, 128 pages,

£0,95; 20f - Orchids as Houseplants
by Rebecca Northern, 148 pages,

$2.95. Add $2.00 for mailing and han-

dling.

Sources for Orchids (all cata]uEs
$1): City Gardens, 11850 Van Dyke
Ave., Detroit, M1 4823441917 Fox Op-
chids, 6615 W. Markham, Little
Rock, AR 72205; Venamy, Inc., Mark
Mead Road, Cross River, NY 10518,



