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ntly we've had trouble
Fickens told National
News Service. “'Some
ned dangerous ingredi-
ents; others have either been smelly,
costly or difficult to prepare,. But
now I think we've come up with a
winner.”

The experimental concoetion con-
Laing sugar, baking powder, veast,
honey, dried blood or fish meal and
banana flavoring. Two one-inch
cubes of the bait, shaped in an ordi-
nary ice tray, are placed in a pan of
water beneath a cylindrical alumi-
num trap. Once inside, the insects
fly wpward through a narrow cone,
drawn by the sunlight that shines
through the plexiglass top of the
trap,

They can't escape and starve to
de within a day. As many as
20,000 flies can be captured in the
trap before it has (o be emptied

A little knowledgte of fly behavior
makes traps and baits more effec-
tive. For instance, Pickens says, the
insects cruise about three feet above
the ground and like to fly along the
edges of shrubs, femces or rows of
trees, Inside buildings they tend to
g0 down near the floor and patrol the
perimeter of a room. They have been
known to cover five miles a day in
search of food.

Laboratory lesls have convinced
Pickens flies can discern some dif-
ferences in colors and have a natural
affinity for light. The' bright white
“Beltsville pyramid,” another trap

Having a berry good

:d 1o the country we
ble garden, but we
owed a debt of gratitude to previous
owners of our house for the raspber-
ry patch they planted in front of the
t'iu'cken house and the blackberry
patch by the cellar door

Our first summer- in Heath, when
we had barely shaken off the city
dust, we could go out back on a-dewy
July morning and pick luscious red
raspberries right into our ecereal
bowls. What a luxurious start to the

¥.-

In August. when the raspherries
are done, the blackberries start to
ripen, That blackberry pateh in front
of the cellar door is a mixed bless-
ing; we have to keep hacking away
at the ferocious brambles to keep the
way clear for firewood, but how
sweet Lo gorge on these juicy bérries
while picking quarts that” will be
made intoa clear jelly

The second summer we planted
several highbush blueberries which
are now hearing well. However, I've
learned a lot about tending blueber-
ries and this year we are going to
move some of them so they will be
grouped better. Right now, I'm en-
gaged in a losing battle with my
hens. There are more of them™than
of me and they have more time to
seratch away the fertilizer and
mulch than I do to rake it up and re-
plenish it. If I replant some of the
bushes so the whole group can be
netted I'll be able to keep the hens
a — and the greéedy birds of the

and keep the busgu«; better fer-
zed and mulched

One of the main reasons 1 likeder-
ries is that, beyond tasting so good,
they are easy lo take care of, pro-
ducing for many years. .

Unfortunately, even though they
do so well, 1 don't know what kind of
raspberries 1 have, bul Lewis Hill of
Vermont, a real expert on cold cli-
mate  gardening.  recommends
Boyne, Camby, Chief, Newburg,
Madawaska and Taylor. Amber is a
good yellow-pink variety. and John
Robertson a hardy black raspberry.

1 have two bYerry patches, bul if
you are starting out with plants,
plant them in rows. You'll be able to
muclch the paths and they will be
much easier 1o care for_and pick.
Not that there is too misch to do
Raspberries and blackberries bear
on canes thal grew the previous
year. After fruiting the old canes dry
up and die. Each year the ol@ canes
should be cut down and removed |
don't do much other pruning, bui 1
cut the top foot off the raspberry
canes in September. This makes the
cane grow sturdily and will control
the amount of damage done by snow
and wind during the winter. The
blackberry canes are so strong and
vicious they don't even need that
much help.

In late fall or early spring 1 fertil-
ize “with autumn leaves, chicken
house cleanings and compost if 1
have it to spare. One friend had a
gorgeous raspberry patch for years

- and the only fertilizer he ever used

was leaves. Do not fertilize in mid-
summer or you'll encourage tender
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Manufacturer's claim — That the
unit can be opened all the way far

devised hy the entomolegist, shows
greal promise and is being tested at
farms in the region

Measuring two feet square at the
base amd standing two feet tall, the
inexpensive plywood structure is
covered with sheets of plastic treat-
ed with an adhesive that can snare
3,000 flies. The pyramid works better
than other shapes because its sur-
face reflects light unifermly, Pick-
ens explains

Scient al the center are work-
ing on atherproof insecticide,
harmless to amma{s. that would coat
the pyramids, It would eliminate the
nuisance of having to replace the
E v sheets when they become cov-
ered with flies

chard L. Pugh, a Highland, Md.,
and grain farmer, credits the
cylindrical traps with reducing fly-
disease among his hei-
fers last v and he has high hoj
for the pyramids, which he
placed near his barns

“Flies have always been a major
nuisance for the farmer,” he SaYS,
"In some cases they make life so
miserablefor cows that milk produc-
tion is affected.”

The demand for an efficient fly
trap extends far beyond farms and
suburbs, says Normand F. Reed of
Hopedale, owner of the only compa-
ny that makes the cylindrical traps.

The devices have been purchased
by owners of restaurants, nursing
homes, landfills and ice cream par-
ors, L location for many
traps is right by a dumpster,” says
Reed. “It's an incredible fly-breed-
ing ground "'
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‘Right now, I'men gageg

in a losing battle with
my hens over the ]
blueberry bushes. There
are more of them than
of me and they have
more time to scratch
away the fertilizer and
mulch than 1do torake
it up and replenish it.

growih that will just be killed during
our New England winters,

Highbush blueberries are heavy
feeders with many roots located just
below the soil. These roots are easily

-

Call for furthe
665-3

Cosmos

r——PERENNIAL WORKSHOPS——
Serics of workshops through Sept. 1.
information

I's late summer and the cosmos are in bloom.

damaged so it is more important
that blueberries be fertilized and
kept mulched. 1 fertilize with rotted
manure; they like nitrogen. Acid”
mulches like sawdust. pine needles
or vak leaves will help maintain soil
acidity while theyprotect and fertil-

" ize.

Acid soil is the other main ingredi-
ent to success with blueberries. This
15 not usually a problem in New Eng-
land. but il your soil has a Ph ef
mare than 5 you will have difficulty

* growing bluebefries. Someur[eople
till in aluminium sulfate or sulfur to

make the soil acid. 1ts's a lot of work
to maintaifl acidity if you have a
neutral soil.

The only pruning | #o is to cut out
dead branches and spindly ends.

It's easy to find blueberries in the
stores and they are not loo expen-
sive, Blueberries are not especialilf'
fragile and they keep and ship well.
They will alse i a few at a time
on your bush and they don't need to
be picked the instant they are ripe. If
vou have a surplus, make them into
jam or syrup or jusf pop a bag of
them into the freezer. A very cooper-
ative berry. 1 have Blue Ray. Blue
Crop, Earliblue and Berkely, early,
mid and late season varieties.

TRaspberries are much more frag-

Continuing a* tradition of top-quality
plants and generous amounts of well-sea-
soned garden advice

BAYSTATE PERENNIAL FARM
Rt. 5 & 10, Whately 665-3525 -
{42 mile from Hatfield, Exit 22 N. off 1-91)
Opeis § Daug 9 a.m.-5 pm. Closed Mon. & Tues.

.'.MMER SALE NOW!
Window Quilt
STAY
COOLER
THIS

- SUMMER

We fake pride in foermg
you the best insulating
shode on the market

summer, thank you

ile and they don't keep. This explains.
why they are so pricey even when
you can find them and why there is a,
real economic incentive to grow -
them yourself. You can eat them
fresh, make them into jam, or, if you
don’t have any time when they are
Tipe, just pack them into freezer con-
tainers and freeze them If:l{!i your

is

You almost never see blackberries
in the store, bmhlﬂheir flavor iz full
and tart. 't keep, although
they are easily frozen without any
preparation. Just pack them into

O e e L T TR Y T

your freezer containers and wait for

a winter. night when you can turn
them into a blackberry crumble —
and remember the rich days of sum-
mer.
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CLEANING

Exterior High Pressure
House Washing.

Offer Exp. Sept. 30th
1-802-257-1757 - J :

Get Lennox’s
Pulsé” Gas
Furnace
With an
Exclusive
Limited ¢
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FRONTIER
HEATING & cootine
665-8186
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