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" build a ‘compost pile with
garden wastes, weeds and lawn

+ order bulbs for fall planting.
m;dmf-‘ weeds from going to
* think about entering ymu:
: o' In
Pra:.kﬁl; Chuntl;mdF:!:, Sept. 9 to °
12. Contact the Franklin County
Extension for an information

booklet. s

+ inspec C,  BUCOYMUS,
ﬁ“t and pachysandra for scale

» & ' waltering amaryllis and
allwlol;vutndiebnn‘l.

* make final sowi of peas,

" spinach, radishes, and lettuce for

a late season harvest.
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When I was in the garden planting
the fall spinach crop, I disturbed a
toad. It startled me and I gave a
Yelp, but I'm glad to find this critter
in my garden. During the night toads
feast on cutworms, polato beetles,
chinch bugs, ants and slugs. During
one garden season, a single toad can
eat up to 15,000 insects making him a
very welcome guest indeed.

My husband was repairing an inte-
rior wall in our house and he sudden-
ly called out to me, “Look at this
amazing thing!'" I cowld tell from the
tone of voice that it was probably
something disgusting and warned
him to keep his distance — which he
did. He held oul a dried-out snake

; skin. .

While I was glad to have this evi-
dence of snakes living in the neigh-
borhood, | prefer to keep them out-
side, pol in my walls. I often find a
snake or two near the compost pile
in the early morning or oh'the porth
side of the house near the hose and
spigot.

The snakes in my yard move foo
fast for me to make & very posifive
identification, but they are probably
garter snakes: These harmless, non-
poisonous  snakes feed on mice,
worms, insects and caterpillars

Not all garden wildlife is so benev-
olent, Some readers have wrillen fo
ask what lo do aboul some of these
creatures, One gardener said that
her' squash vines had wilted. bui
couldn’t tell why, especially since
she been watering during this
very dry weather. The squash vine
borer, Melittia cucurbitae, is proba
IJI%_}I‘J;ECUI rit. "

adult is a moth_ that emerges
from its cocoon in early sumimer and
the female lavs eggs on the under-
side of leaves of squash vines that
are just sending oul runners. In a
ys the borers hatch and tunnel
into the stems to feed. You will no-
tice that the vines wilt suddenly and
if you look closely you'll see signs of
greenish “‘sawdust’” at the base of
the squash stem. The squash vine
borer can also attack cucumbers,

, melons and pumpkins

Questions about pests and poisons
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You'll have to slit the affected
stem and remove the borer, but the
plant won't necessarily die. Bury (he

slit vine in the soil and water to cn-,

courage rooting. Alter the harvest
these vines should nol be composted
Lake them to the dump or burn them.

Another reader found her egeplant
leaves riddled with tiny holes, bul
she couldn’t find any bugs. Her prob
lem is flea beetles which are tiny
and very quick to hop away when
vou go out to examine the plants

I have found that healthy seed-
limgs set oul®in rich, organic garden
s0il are quile resistant to flea bee-
iles, but sanitation is alsq vital in
preventing  am infestation. - Keep
weeds and grasses down around the
garden and clean the garden well in
the fall so that they can overwinler.
In the meantime, spray foliage with
a garlic and pepper solution

Another reader knew that his
problem was grasshoppers, = but
didn’t know what to do with ther,
You can try spraying vour garden

with a hot pepper and soap solution, '
or sel out TE.'J:rs filled with molasses
and water lo trap them. L

However, sanitation is one of the |
best ways to avoid grassh ;
Keep the lawn or field .a the
garden mowed and clean, and til] the.
garden in the fall before the really .
cold wealher sets in. Grasshoppers .
Ja{ their eggs in the late summer or
fall, 50 if you turn the £oil these eggs .
will be exposed Lo the elements and ,
the birds.

Sanitation will help cut down on
the population of almost any insect ™
pest, but when I have to, I for -~
the least toxic solution to solve the |’
problem.

Bacillus thuringiensis (BT — sold
under the names Dipel, Thuricide
and Biotrol) is a pathogenic bacteri-
um that is safe to humans, other ani-
mals and plants, but is an excellenl -
control of many common moth and !
butterfly larvae pests like the cab-
bage butterfly and cabbage looper. !
BT is sold as a weltable powder and -/
the solution should include some il
teorn oil is a good choice) to help the
solution stick Lo the affected plants,

I certainly haven't eliminated the "-
Japanese beetle from my yard, but
there are many fewer this year and 1
think my investment in milky spore
disease has finally paid off. Milky -
spore disease Kills only Japanese '
beetles and is harmless lo the soil
and beneficial insects. It will not -
hurt humans or animals. Although it
is somewhal expensive, it goes a o
long way and will live in the soil for
many years, continuing to act on
beetle grubs. i

I have children and pets in my
yard and garden. 1 want at least this
part of thtedangerous world to be <
safe and healthy, so 1 do not use poi-
sons. As far as 1 can tell, T have no
more problems or damage to my
plants than those who depend on Sev- |
in and other noxious products. !

I thank you for your questions and
urge you to send me more — and !
commenis on your successes, This
way I feel that [ am a guest in your
Earden — even al long distance



