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The Columbine is a member of the perennial flower lamily
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;E My son came Lo visit recently, amd [ was able lo pet

e ; y

pr Dim o remove the sod fruin eep bank in front of my
house. T have been trying to replant this sunny bank with

e Eround cover te eliminate some very awkward and paiin

e lul lawn mowing. My son lpoked at the peony hedge and
at the carpet of wormwood 4 crieping phlox that T have
o planted so far and asked if these were bieninials, the
i Kindsof plants that come upevery ye.
Well, my son knows miore aboul flowers than 1 did a
dozen years ago when I had never even bheard the word
3 biennial and the peonies and groundeovers do come up
i from the SAME rools ever, r. bul they are perennia
o Defining perennials in this very general w 5 Just the
o he start of getting to know a large and varied Eroup of
plants. I was first attracted to perennials because 1 loved
the idea that they came back every year and imagined
that 1 weuld plant this Hower garden one atternoon and
n spend the rest of my life admiring its static beauty. How-
of  ever, that is not the gardens work, nut even pereiun-
al gardens,

:.; In the best of times, perennials will mltiply and start
5 crowding each other, or they multiply by pupping up in
¢ unexpected places, Naturally. there are alwayvs weeds lo
¢ contend with and the worst of times, there will be

blight or the winter snow will mell and there will simply

be no sign of the plant you carelully put to bed i the fall
Or you realize your taste has changed since vou pul the
§ red poppies next to the purple campanulas and plats
must be changed and moved,
. No. A perennial garden is oot a place of static besiuty
5 s lovliness is evanescent and everchanging
[ ‘If you have been tempted by the healthy grecn plants
and their colorful flower labels at the nursers and plant
ed a few ials only o lind out that the- coronalion
old achillea is growing in front of the delicale colum
ine, you could throw up your hands in dismay vr you
could get o copy of a good reference book on pe
like Lewis and Nancy Hill's Successiul Pe
dening (Garden Way Publishing. $16 95 pape
The Hills have bee and teaching aboeul gar
deming in New Englun v vears They under-
stand the severity of our climate and take o very practi
cal approach
Successful Perennial Gardening is divided info three
o main seclions. The fist contains general informs
, about improving the soil, planting tlechnigues, stog
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perennials from seed and dividing established plants. A
successful gardener cannot ignore pests and disease. but
the Hills are sensitive Lo the dangers of chemical con
trols. They encourage people to find the least dapgerous
sulution and stress that proper planting and good sanita-
Lien are vital to preventing many problems. Their briet,
but fact and” advice filled chapter on Designing Your
Perennial Garden is a treasure.

The second section of the book is devoted Lo two to four
page descriptions of 19 theme gardens such as A Peren.
mial Pathway, Garden for o Shady Nook and A Fra-
grance Fragrance Garden. There is a black and white
line drawing, some

general information aboul plants and ways they can be
used together and a list of appro e plants

The only color in the book is a 16 page section, each
page with four photographs - of a single plamt or a plant
ing contaiming several flowers -

The final section is a listing of deseriptions of Perenni-
als from acanthus to yucea, There is a small black and
white drawing of each fower, information about the
plant. including its size, color and peried of bloom, its
newids and the kinds of problems it's prone to. There are
also suggestions about how to use it and where to placs it
i the garden.

There are so many perennials and so many varilies in
sume families of plints that the list is necessarily fimit-
edd, but this book will be helpful to the more experienced
rardener as well as the novice,

e wrile in a straight-forward, but chatty man-
ey are knowledgeable, give sound advice and
make all this information easily ilable by way of an
informational table of comtents. a glossary of terms and
a good index. You might read parts of this book straight
through, but if you have a particular question, vou will
Tind the answer easily
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Modular homes
coming of age -

By LOU DOLINAR

Newsday
The .original  modulsr  Bome.
ground out by the gross on tactory

assembly lines, was like the ongimal
Japanese car: small, basic, a little
odd-looking and known for #ts cheap
price tag

But just as the Japanecse fuve
spiffed up thew cars amd twar
its, s0 have the makers of modulars
In large part, this pl
been made pussible
novalens that J
flexibility. In fact, the boxy. trarder
like look Lthat characterizod the o
nal modulars has given way to two
story colonials, wcOile ey
beach-sivle houses and tradilic
capes

“Today, the factories can do al
most anythimg o builder con
Tony Lauring of Wedgeticli! H
in Port Jelferson Station, XY
can offer them skyliphts. Jacurzis
ceramic file. 1L s mid o trole
muore, 1095 & real house
ny sells humes built by Penn
Selinsgrove, Pa, Says Cathy Barlan
of Ryland Humes, of Columbiz, M
“We have started to build homes
that are characterized as nivie up
homes, nut Just for durst-tone buy
ers; we have some modulars that re
Lail at 3375, 000,

As mudulars have matched sie
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ilt homes in slee, guality, and de
sign, their price has oaterslly i
creased. To some extent, [hos re

flects the cust of proveding addii
amemties & stvhish desi
i Melley | of

Quality
Manorville,

NY
willing to trade sumwe of teer savings

for higher guabty The one advan

Lage over budding from seratel that
will never change. says Melley, s
that = T cam always build it ast
er

But Tor seme dealers, acevrding to
several factory officials. the new
pPrices are iply what the tratfic

will bear for hones that have be
mend

comne umbistingueshable  from
priced custom bothes. e
sUll have a tremendous cos
tage over cusiom builders d one
Tactury owner, “even il ey don't al

Wiys 5 1w Lo Ui buyer :
hieving respectablity over
the last few years. modulars have
gone through o few design stages,
from downright ugly, W aceeplable,
10 anything gees. This has been
ar-
chilects are still the exceptivn, ot

the rule — whe have overcome some
inherent limitations. The design
problem s this: The  mdividual

buiMling blscks of these Homes muwst
be shipped by truck to the construc
tiom sites. Thus, te tit on trailers that
fit on the highways, the pieces cin
be no greater than 6o feet long, by 14
feet wide., by 135 fect highe The tvpi
cal low-cust rameh is comprised of
two of these long boxes, joned down
the middle. Absent spocial remgore
g, tes means rosms Can be onoe
more than 14 feet wide in one direc
L

Heght vestrictions posed by high
way wverpasses particularly allect
desipn: Roofs on sume of e original
miodulars hid to be nearly flat, with
a pateh of only three feet for every 12

feet of width, o proportion (lat
looked odd, to sy e feast
An o early  esthetic (LTSI

which came into widespread wse
about three vears ago, was the par
tally hinged roul. The center section
of these reols was folded down for
transport, then fted up again by

We need you.

Btnvcowners are

tax aladfl . ﬁh

“Today, the factories
can do almost anything_
a builder can. We ean
offer them skylights,
Jacuzzis, ceramic tile v
Itis not a trailer any
more, it is a real
house.”

Tony Laurine

crane ol the pobysite Fo

This svsteim rates a stecpeer
pitch of five feel of beight for egis
12 Teet of width, which is typical of
the nerrnal-looks mch house. 1

"
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shaped ranches eated by jurd
g four of the basic building blocks,
with this Lype of roofline, at right %
gles to each other e

But still, these resls were not Tig
enough for an attic or upstairs begds
roitis and, stylistically, could ‘gt
duplicate sharply pitched rouls,
traditional capes amd some pops
contemporary designs

To overcome the reol probliy
more reécently, manuf
been shipping miore ¢l 2l
designs that unfold like Swi ArTjly
knives (o match traditional Cape Cu%
styles, with pitches of 10 feet or my 3
for every 12 of width, Besides Tk
ing better, this ean create raw S
upstars amounting o one I!nniﬁe
one half of the ftoor area of | £
downstairs, for finishing or expit
stodn later. Tt gets rid of the st g
of the boxy ranch house," says B
ny  Urlowski of E-Z Homes i
Cutchogue, N Y dealer  Tar
Contempri Humes Ja ol

For traditionali “ape Cod rogd
g systems are somwlimies shipped
with components for gable
durmers which are, in turn, ass
bled on site, Others, fur exira sp,
upstairs, employ shed -ty pe dormers,
These roofling systems all hayve
price: more work on site, which i@
to lessen the cost advantage of
todular builder g

The most unusual new apptoach jp
rooling comes from Stratlan omes
In Strattan, Pa., which offers 5 %
called "'reverse roof systen nlife
previous designs, this one ofients the
pitch of the roof along the long sie-
of the house module, “You can gl
away from the boxy look to a greatbr
degree, and you're free of the lunite
lons of the conventionally sicedda g
s, savs Marie Lewis of Stratt:

Interior rooms can e much la
using this system, and there is ]
most ne limitation o the sice of e
house. But again. mure site work
andd high costs, are inyolved i

In general, most modular hoes
are built on spec. for resale by thie'
builder, or as so called turnkey opee-—
atiens, in which the builder providis
house, foundation, finish details, ang -
of vourse, the paperwork and the ;
Hnportant certilicate of esccupancy’!

Lauring is experimenting with 2
new low-cost option for the st Ll
homeMuyer: Direct purchase of jest:
the house, or of an unfinished houss’
on o foundation, ) preoprle s
thee skills te file for permils and coin-
plete some of the work themselves'
he says. “This enables thetn (o sive
substantially.” Buyers have the b
Bon of providing their own fuund |
ton, or of having Lauring handle it
tor a price M
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