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Lilacs are one of the most Ameri-
can of flowering shrubs: We cannot
imagine a colonial farmhouse *l:lq'l—

hybrdizers are at work and i
are betterfor it
The lilac is New Hampshire's
state flower and breeders atl the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire have a
8 1 love and passion for these
; rs. Before Dr. Owen Rogers
joined the faculty at the University
-of New Hampshire in 1959 he was in-
terested in the genelics of woody or-
~namental plants so it was with great
pleasure that he joined the work that
was being done on hybridizing lilacs.

JWhen_he-talks about-the work the

university is doing with lilacs you
cean almost hear drum rolls accom-
panying his enthusiastic comments.

The main aim in creating these
new hybrids is to extend the period
of bloom, The regular dooryard llae,
.As beautiful as it is, blooms for a
very short period of time, usually to-
~wards the end of May.

1 have found that only two of their
lilacs are readily available from
nurseries, Miss HKim was originally
raised by seeds collected by EM
Meader in the Pouk Han Mountains
of Rorea. It blooms late and escapes
frosts that can sometimes damage

- garlier varieties. It i smaller-than

most lilacs which makes il desirable
for vard plantings, but it has the
Avpical lavender flowers and fra-
grance, It has the added benefit of
autumn eolor; the leaves turn a deep
burgundy red in fall.

The James Macfarlafe lilac
bleoms in an unusual and pretty
shade of bright pink. This develops
intoa large bush and makes a hand-
some specimen planting as well as
being useful combined with other
shrubs in the landscape
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The regular dooryard
lilac, as beautiful as it
is, blooms for a very
short period of time.

to lilae fovers, the researchers at
UNH are working to keep and im-
prove the fragrance. Finally, the
thrust at UNH is disesse resistance.
Mildew, the powdery appearance
on lilac leaves, is very common, It
will not hurt the plant but it's not
very attractive. Dr. Hogers says the
University takes great pride in the

vigor and mildew resistance of their
hybrids.

Tree lilacs bloom even later in the
season. However, they don't look like
lilac bushes, the flowers. don't lpok
like lilacs and don't have the lilac
scent. Still, they are a good plant to
grow because their small size makes

‘them wseful. These small trees grow

10 20 or 30 feet and the plumey, priv-
et-like blossoms appear in July when
no other flowering tree is in bloom.

Lilacs should be planted in full
sun. Skiade will not kill the bush, but

“you will get litile or no bloom. Lilacs

are very tough but they should be
lanted with care and mulched to
down weeds at least for one
year. Also keep them watered during
dry periods so they don't suffer from
water stress for the first year. After
- are established it will be very
difficult to harm them.

If you are planting several lilacs,
prepare the whole area, don’t just
five several planting holes, especial-
yifﬂmmilmh&nw.ﬁbﬂmtsmﬂf
not be able to spread out and will
eventually be strangled.

Don't use too much manure, Nitro-
gen will give you lots of foliage, but
not much bloom. Phosphorus, potas-
gium will give vou good bloom.

Lilacs can grow very tall. Dr, Rog-

ers once made the mistake of asking
Feoplt who had lilacs more than 15
eet tall to get in touch with him. He
was inundated with calls! He said Ii-
lacs need to be over 25 feet tall be-
fore they get inte the champion
class. i

To keep your lilaes young and
strong with the best quality of
bloom, they should be thinned out
and pruned regularly. Dr. Rogers
said that [ should take out one third
of the oldest stems of my old lilac
hedge this vear, and continue that
forever. That way the clump will
stay between 6-8 feel tall — so 1 can
get'to those flowers — and the fow-
ers will be of the best qualily.

Sources: JW. Jung Seed o,
Randw, WT 53856; Wayside Gar-
dens, Hodges, SC 29695-000] .

st S S ]
Garden Calandar :




