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Home/Garden

Ascorde: iChuce

Parsnip season.

Today's wealther notwithstanding, spring is the time to dig up last year's parsnips lar real sweainoss
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Garden Calendar

BFOUAd  Cover

e pachysandra or

Ve myvitle wnd covers or mulches
ralive Exlension S will look betler
Now is the time to an v Lo grow and wse arass and will ke
+ If renovating your landscape or t would thrive in the MaweT I

changing the grade, be careful not te
push soil around trunks of trees and
shrubs. Doing 5o can cause suffoca
tion and eventual death of the plants
« Plant trees and shrubs, For o
showy spring display of blossoms,
crabapples have always been a fa-
« vorite. The variety, " Narragansett™
has great disease resistance and
would make an excellent choice for a

rden tree trunks

= Sel ooul tra s of cabbage,
g lower, broceoli, onions and let-
it be sure they have been
dened beforehand. Begin harden
plants & week to 10 days before
ansplanting to the garden by put
ting them outside during the day and
returning them indoors at night

polatoes

= g up sections of lawn ber
shade trees and repl
with a mulch or s

Spring g

The snow is off my garden,
snowdrops and crocus are blooming,
ny and bulb shoois are reaching
or the sun, and all kinds of things
are ing up green in the perennial
border. With all this activity it's
hard to resist the urge o run oul to
the garden and start digging

Don't.

My garden soil is still water-
logged. If 1 take a handful and
squeeze it, I have a sticky mudball.
Soil must be dry enough 5o that it
will hold logether, but not stick fo-
gether, before it can be worked. Wait
until a handful of soil will crumble
after it has been released and tapped
gently.

Digging and cultivating the gar-
denn belore it's sufficiently dry can
cause greal damage to the soil struc-
ture, Walking in the garden while it's
wel will compagt the soil, stunting
your plant’s growth later in the sea-
son because the roots will not be able
1o develop and penetrate properly.

Wail.

While we wait to go out and dig,
there are some thingswe can do.

General clean-up

First we can do some general
clean-up. Hake up all the leaves,
branches and litter that have blown
into the yard over the winter — or
that didn't quite get cleaned up last
fall. Except for branches, most of
this litter can go on the compest pile.

Start seedlings indoors, It's not too
late. Egﬂslnn! and peppers need to
be started as much as 10 or 12 weeks
before the last frost, bul tomalpes
can be started & weeks before they
are sel out in the garden. Lettuce
and cole erops, like broceoll, brussel
sprouts and cauliflower, can
started 5 or & weeks early then put
into the garden when the most se-
vere weather is over, but nights are
still eold.

Melons have a long growing sea-
son and must be set out after the
weather is warm and very'settled.

3t be started more i

mpnith ahead. Melons are particular
Iy vulnerable to transplanting shock
50 its best to stard them in their own
peat pots or Jilfy pots which can be
popped right inte a planting hole out
side

Check tools and supplies

Cheek your tools. Somelimes 1
don't even know where mine all are
Are they clean or rusty? Do blades
need to be sharpened? Are handles

smooth or splintery. 1t's time o take *

inventory, get them ready for the
season and maybe find a new, organ-
ized way to store them, It's this time
of the vear that I always hear my fa-
ther's voice, «A place for L"\'L'r,\'ﬂ'linr
and everything in its place;

Assemble miscellancous  equip
ment and supplies. Do you have a
supply of pea strings, row markers.
labels and anything else
routinely use, but also rou 3
vou have forgolten onthat first ex-
citing planting day”

Build

“This is the perfect time to build o
mato cages, or cucumber and melon
trellises.

Or it's the perfect time to take an-
other strol] through the garden cata-
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Between
The Rows

log or nursery, and buy this kind of

equipment that will save space and
make the harvest easier.

Make' a garden plan. Rotating
vour crgps is an important way 1o
manage your soil's fertility and dis-
courage disease. To do this properly
vou'll need a garden map that you
can keep and refer to next spring.

I'm a believer in companion plant-
ing. but I still have trouble remem
bering whether the beans should be
planted with onions — or away from
the onions, By taking my carefully
planned garden map out wi i
planting day, I don't waste lime
I can confidently plant beets with the
unions — and K both of them far
away from the pol
were are those who are firm be-
in planting according to the

of the moon Generally
speaking. they say plants that pro-
duce their crops above the ground
should be planted when the moan is
waxing fincreasing). Crops that are
harvested from below the ground
should be planted when the moon is
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Digging and cultivating
the garden before it's
sufficiently dry can
cause great damage to
the soil structure.
Walking in the garden
whileit's wet will  °
compact the soil,
stunting your plant’s
growth later in the
season.

waning (decreasing)

However, Ed Hume says there are
lots of other things that are best done
at certain phases of the moop — fer-
ulizing. weeding, harvesting and
maore

To make this complicated system
easier, Hume offers a booklet: 1968
Moon Sign Gardening Dates. To or-
der a copsesend §1.25 1o Moon Book,
P.0, Box 1450, Kent, WA 98035 along
with a stamped, self-addressed enve-
lope

Celebrate
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