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1 "Yellow Sun’ daﬂo-di!s that were on digplay at Smith College.
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with some accuracy what our
noeds, we should begin with a
best

Some tests are very simple and
will measure only the acidity or pH
of the soil, In New England our soils
tend to be acid. Acid-sail with a pH

perfect for some plants like blueber-
ries rhododendrons, but most
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and
vegetables rrﬁuaml.i that is slight-
" ly acid (pH from 6 to.5.5).

The three major soil nutrients, ni-
trogen, phorus and potassium,
are each important for a different

reason, Nitrogen is for the
healthy growth of m-ﬂ
the leaves of ymﬁ are y it

could of nitrogen. If
there is too much nitrogen you will

; ﬁ lush foliage, but no vegetables or

Animml manure is a com-
monly known source of nitrogen al-
<though it is not particularly rich in
. Rabbit droppings are
the best source at 2 or 2-1/2 per cent
and cow manures are least
ich. tonseed meal is one of the
best sources, but it is comparatively
expensive,
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is important bbcause

it ena a plant to have strong
roots, mature rly and develop
fruit. Rock phate’ is a good
source that mes available to
plants over a long period of time, It
does not leach out of the soil.

Potassium or puéa.shlalw er:tuzm.ﬂu;

strong rool development a

mse resistance, Granite dust and
greensand are the best sources of
potash. It is important to test your
goil 8o that vou can assess the pH
and deficiencies. A good liming and
fertilization program will help
correct. your soil’s nutrient imbal-
ances mbst efficiently.

Whether you buy a soil testing kit

Between
The Rows

and orm your own tests, or send
a soil sample off to the local Cooper-
ative Extension office, it's wise to
take a good soil sample. Tnb%ela
sample of your vegetable or
ower garden soil, take a clean
shovel and dig up a spadeful of soil
in several locations including the
corners and the middle of your plot.
From each spadeful take a .core.,
that is a strip of soil from the surface
to six or more inches deep. Pul it
into a clean plastic bucket. Mix these
different samples together and send
a portion of this mixture off to be
tested. :
If vou are testing your lawn soil,
mix a eore of soil from your fronot,
Jback and side yards and send a por-
tion of this off to be tested.
The Cooperative Extension- ser-
vice will also give you specific rec-
ommendations on liming and fertiliz-

- ing based on your seil and what you

plan to use it for.

Commercial chemical fertilizers
are identified h%r three numbers, re-
ferring to the relative percentages of
nitrogen (M), phosphorous (P) and
potassium (K1 they contain. A com-
maonly used fertilizer is 5-10-5 which
means that.it contains more phos-
phorus than nitrogen or potassium.

You might think .that it would be
very easy to test your soil and then
just add the commercial fertilizer
with nutrients in the appropriate
amounts. Unfortunately, this is only
a short term solution, Adding chemi-
cal fertilizers year afler year will
H-upp]f; the soil with the basic nutri-
ents, but not the trace elements that
are also vital to hq:-a]!hi.' growth and
in the end you will kill all the mi-
crobial life in your soil.

Next week I'll talk about natural
fertilizers. These are available from
a wide variety of sources and supply
major and minor nutrients Lo your
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plants and to the microbes in the
soil,

Your garden will only be as
healthy as ils soil and a healthy gar-
den will contribule to your own
health.

Soil lesting kils are available
from: LaMette Chemical Products
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Company, P.0. Box 329, Chester-

town, MD 21620; Luster Leaf Prod- .

ucts, Inc., P.O. Bax 1067, Crysial
Lake, IL 60014; Sudbury Lawnand
Garden Products, 302 West Csborn;
Phoenix, AZ 85013, Kits cost betweer
$15 and §25 depending on what kinds
of tests you want Lo ds.

Model 1572
$6,100.

Super Tough Diesel

I lawn care is your business, Cub Cadet’s new big-frame diesel is your tracior. An
efficient 15 H.P.. three-cylinder, liquid-cooled engine gives you power that's
smoother, cooler and longer lasting. A big TH.5"
twin-channel steel frame provides sohd support Tor
a wide range of optional attschments. And for
- E‘nﬂ-rnirn::t. |I~.rr-:'t|~:j|:ulJ.|r_d :."Fmrr tau;;'ri:]::.{ hy-
- 4 . o drostatie drive and hydraulc lift with dual from
. ll."‘" R m_: outlets.

Cub  Cadet Chne
super  lough  diesel
ragor

Optional Dieck— 307" deck $720, 607 deck, 51,153
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