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The %!rmmt Bean Seed Company
alone 22 varieties of peas, in-
. Little Mar-
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for munching right off the vine.
Whether you like your peas to

climb a fence or tréllis, or prefer the

shorter dwarf varieties that can hold

-l.hunsdvecuﬁﬂplunledinawide

rows or attach themselves to brush
stuck in the row, there is a pea or
two that is perfect for vou and your

All peas should be planted early in
the season, because high tempera-
tures willke:ﬁethe lant from setting
blossoms or Fxﬂa will not fill with
plump peas. To lengthen the harvest,
plammus every ten days or s0. You
will also find 14

can lengthen
the season by. plan varieties that
mature at times.,

Lady is a fairly new vi-
ﬂmL;ﬂllut has very little foliage to
hide the pea pods which are ready to
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harvest in 55 days. Wando has been
popular for years because it has
good tolerance to heat, It matures in

8 days. The new Su

pea is the first stri
ded snap pea, and it matures in 75

du;;s.

[ you like pea so
to plant a row of Al
can be filanted v
for eating fresh in 55

up might like
uﬁr:u peas which
ery early, harvested
days, or al-

r Da
ess edible pod-

lowed to dry on the vine'a

stored in jars on your pantry shelf.

Since peps.are a legume and can
absorb nitrogen from the air, ordis
nary*garden soil will produce a good
crop. I prepare the pea bed in the
fall by cultivating the soil, incorpo-
rating compost.

I rotate my garden beds and this
year's peas will be planted where the
lomatoes were last vear. Next year
uash in that space, Rotal-
ing crops like this helps prevent a
buildup of insects pr disease organ-
i different

. I'll ‘plant
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lants require different nutrients
rom the soil, so I'm not depleting
the same elements year after year.

I do have childhood memories of
being corralled on a summer after-
noon o shell the peas for supper. 1
enjoy this task more now than 1 did
then, because although the summer
afternoons seem shorter now, -1 find
it relaxing to open Lhe pods and push
those plump peas out-inlo & cream-
colored pollery bowl circled with

pink and turquolse stripes. It gives -

me time to admire and enjoy the
summer afternoon.

Despite such pleasure, 1 think my
favorite pea is the edible podded
sugar pea which 1 eat straight off the
vine. I'm always happy to have good
things to throw on compost pile,
but I also like to be able to eat most
of what T grow — so I like being able
to eat the Ends as well as the peas, |
plant the Sugar Snap which was in-
troduced in 1979 and was awarded a
gold medal by the All A.mm-i:s‘l‘ Selec-
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Soup recipe

Last fall I learned & new method
of making pea soup and :
which is such'a good way m a
left-over ham bone, has gai a
new ity in my house,

A broth is made by simmering the
ham bone, an onion, some celery, a
carrol and a bay leaf until the
falls awa
stock is [ E
it, pick the bits of meat off
and return them to the
it's time to ready
add some of
carrol or two to
mer until the peas are
at?epulfh:ﬁ mli.:'bd'l.'llf:; This soup is
t ick a potage of
childhood, it's mﬂ?e delicate, El{
rich and flavorful, perfect for a win-
ter lunch or supper.
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Sources: Gurney Seed and Nurs-
ery Company, Yankton, SD 57079:
Henry Field's Seed and Nursery Co.,
Shenandoah, IA 51802; Vermont
Bean Seed Co,, Garden Lane, Fair
Haven, VT 05743
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