ﬂcce]emled Propagdtmn Svatem

New technology eases Iabor reduces transplantmg risks

The hl.spmniud'mmnﬂy
and so has the 's Almanac. mﬁﬂg
nltem.ﬁ;ril ng when [ sit down fo that

cup of coffee al 5:30 I can almost believe it.

W‘it.b thuushﬂ uflpdn,g. I am seriously
This year I am linger-

; over m ﬂmug pages listing seed starting

IEWMMinmﬂm milk car-
tons, l.udmmln'mnmuuthawendedup
decorating every windowsill and I'll proba-

bly continue, huiw:rllnﬂltllhdthede -

able delights of starting some of
Accelerated

* Gardener's 5
*« all the new
starting

The APS kit ($8.95) is a fve—part sri:tem that
ides You-with 24 or 40 little seed that are
g’"{ﬁ;ﬂ'&? way of a sheet of capillary
matting nting tray that brings waler
the reservoir to the - rzl: n;:mna

my seeds in an
tion System (AFPS kil) from
've dreamed of mal use of
nd technology available for

Amdﬂehananlthatlctuuuyharhh&ekm
e paper

the 1930s is th A commercial PaperPot
Syum (Gardener's lrl is nm' available that
provides you with a honeycomb dable-

paper growing cells in small, ::medlum mdlar:ge

ting to-

Pat

Leuchtman

i

Between
The Rows

The trouble with peat pots is that
you must remember to cover the
entire pot with soil whenit'sset -
out in the garden, otherwise the
exposed peat wicks moisture
away from tender seedlings.

. sizes. A complete system including three pleslic
- trays and 240 pols is $15.95. There is no root shock

when these cells are broken apart and the seed-
lings planted, and there isn't the same problem
with exposed sides wicking away moisture,

Soil blocks

One of the newesl ways of starting seeds is to
plant them in soil blocks that require no contain-
ers. The theory is that as the roots grow to the
edge u[i the io;é block, tiheydearl;qn.lmraiiy air
pruned instea cireling insi container. To
make soil blocks you need a contraption that will
compress your soil mix lnl.nlblock ‘This zine
coated steel gadget from Smith a
qulre& an investment of $19.50 hut it wilr‘las-t for

One of the most important requirnmmb. for
successiul Eermmﬁlmn of seeds is warmth, Once
your seed has sprouted it may prefer cool (em-
peratures, bul warmth is needed [or initial germi-
nation. For this reason electric soil heating cables
shave become popular. Park Seed sells watlerprool
cables that have a built in thermostat set to 74 de-
grees. A 12 fool long cable that will heat three

square feet is $8.95 antl their longest cable, 48 feel,

heating 12 square feet, is $13.50,

Starting mixes

No malter how you start your seeds, you will
need a seed starting mix. The invention and prolif-
eration of seed starting and soilless mixes has

made life easier for the gardener and healthier for -

the seedlings which are less likely to suffer from
damping-olf disease and keel over when these
sterile mixes are used,

In addition to being light and sterile, many of
these mixes, Park's Grow Mix, Hedi-Earth from

Johnny's Seeds, and Gardener's Supply Germinat-

ing Mix, are designed with | mpruper PH, just the

I::.iht nutrients and low soluble salts thai might
erwise cause problems for seedlings,

No matter whether you pick the simplest or fan-
ciest equipment, starting your own seeds gives

you the advantage of choosing your favorite varie-

ties and having healthy seedlings ready at the per-
fec:l lime i|:|r transplanting into your garden.
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The deliaht and benefits of raisina herbs

H ow it works:

* Greenhouse
cover and
insulated growing
tray hold warmth
to help seeds
germinate fast.
* Capillary
matting under
planting tray
draws water like
a wick to preyvent
under/over
watering.
* Water
reservoir
automatically
supplies water
. and nutrients for
a week or longer.
* Unique
pegboard pops -
‘transplants up
without damaging
roots or stems.




