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_On propagating

your houseplants

Recorder Columnist Gaedeners are known for thetr peneroaity, for

their willingness Lo share experienes, advice — and

I'uunl.hal it’s mot too hard to share planis. Hlnynllhﬂnlum
rql’uti.lullmuhrulmu';uulnndd}ﬂ:lnmﬂu

_ﬁlu e thinking The gift of
WE &re of gifts. & new
m'phnl 'rﬂi pﬁuhﬂﬂ'ﬁftﬂ ar mtpgu- for many

years. And it will even give them oppartunily to
ﬂmﬂmuﬁnmu—mﬂmh&um meeiks dividing or prun-

plants like Boston ferms and Swedish ivy will send up new
shoots around the Iﬁ].rnl When Usese shools are young the pland
can be unpodted and

Thertmumﬂmmmvnpl_n propagate houseplanls

A triemd of mlnehasq.uutuﬂnw]ledmd’lnuphhumdbcql
ways keeps a flower box or two filled with damp sand or perlite really
to Becept o cutting snipped off & plant while be & pruning and groom-
ing his collection. Then, in just a few weeks be can pol up that newly
rooted plan ta.thahmundpuﬂlulu-gm

There are bwo i of culling - & stem cut and a leal culting.
Stermn cuttings d b fram three Lo Six inches of firin growth Ul in
cludes at least two or three beal nodes, thse little bumps where leines

e,

Remove all but two or Uree of e beaves ond all bods and flowers.,
You want the plant Lo pul all its strengih into developing rools. You'll
gﬂﬂl 'y Mowers when the plant i3 more matune and s

al]u.u-:nhlnynrd.tmpmﬂqmedium.undrphﬁu [

lhtrpffncuu.- ood Lood | &0 thal you won't damage Lhe slem as you

mrdnmn-m-u:lﬂ:lr-:mwdmﬁtll Put it oul of

direct sunlight Use o Lir bag o creale o miniature o

help give you dependable success. Just mdke sure the tic doesn'l
Loisch Whe plant or you'll get rof; bold il away wilh little slicks.

Wilhkin a few weeks you can test your plant. Tug il Lo see if il comes
locese: IF it resisis your gentle tug. it"s ready to be polted up in real sail
;Ilif it dors come loose . st rrphn' it. waler it again and wail for a little
onger

You can takre stem culfings of geraniums, coleus, Wandering Jew,
Swedish ivy and many, many clhers.

l:ainnmm:nulmm.muh:hshmmmﬂulywmﬂ
tnke a single leal and one inch of stem.

Insert it into your damp rdoting medium at a 45 degree angle. r

Ewwﬁhﬁwmlmﬂmmﬁnﬂlﬂtmmm“
beal cuttings are more ienpder, bot make sure you keep the rooling
uﬂmﬁﬂ Wheen litthe a. around the mother leaf, l;m.!
cabe them pot them , discarding the mother leal
miedhaod wac-ru;.s very well mlh ﬂ:‘g.hy “Jeafed plants like African violets,
gloxinias and streplocarpas, the Cape primrose.

Suceulent plants like Lhe jade tree, Christmas cactus or burro's tail
sedum don'i have leal stems, but the leal can be tucked directly pari

way intos pol of damp miedium and it will root very easily.
MNoties that sittings mthepllmdwhlﬂlhtyﬂﬂgﬂﬂ;mn
sun while they are rosling.

Many people have sesn others put cullings In a glass of waler to
roob Tn oy cages this will work to some degres:, but it's important Lo
remember that waler rools are guite different (rom roots that develop
in & soil mix. If yoir rool & in water, move it into & pot when the
rools are no more than an inch Ma]iuwumeiwlhﬂnuttu
adjust and slart Lo develop regular

Lﬂmmmmmﬂ called air-layer-
ing. This works well for m like rubber
trees and dracenas, o= v\e oo tall, with

all
Lhee Iessiness aul Uhee LD
H:unndnbmﬂmllmddlhew the slem near the t-up
:ﬂ'l.hlph.'n.l..ﬂ.ﬁ.ﬁ'b‘l!_]lﬂ.tl.nillﬂtﬂ of sbem. Lhee et
oprn with a Loothpick, pack the whale stem with dam
mmuﬂpﬂlmriindhelhehngﬂhemdmmingu
the cul. Take a piece of clear beavy plasthc and tie tha
sphagnum meess io keep it damp. Care for the plant a5 vou

1! will lake several months, bl the phl!ll will mn‘tull;r send out
roots from the cut you made, mlg;zmrhnemhnwpm
through the moss and look as though are polbound inside the plas
lic. cut the stem jusi 'fwmrmumdpntmymr:mﬂum
vigorous and more attracts

Mo matter what 'll?l' of |1l: ].-m frow you can successlully increase
vour stock for yourself or
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