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b Thousands of plants fall under the
geoeral heading of “succulents™and
are notable for -their thick, fleshy
Jeaves which store’ water. Sedums,
echeéverias and cactus are only three
of the thirty plant families that con-
tain succulents. do not all origi-
nate in the hot, sandy desert. In foct
they make ideal houseplanis even in
ouir coo] houses

The jade Lree | Crassuls argentea,
was Lhe first secculend plant 1 ever
grew, It was a good Introdwclion Lo
succulents because iU's such & hand:
some plapt that I felt like a very ac-
complished horticulturist right from
the sart yel i's very ecasy to care
for, as arg all the succulents .

The tree is common and pop:
ular becapse it = o attractive -
evenlimlly growing to three leel or
58, Ming has'never bloomed, but 1 do
know people who have had mature
plinis, Kept in cool sunny lecations,
thit luive wced akry sprays of
Liny while Mowers durisg e winler.

A very dilferent member of the
Crassula family is C. Jaleats, (he
propeller plant. It will ool grow
more than o foot high and the lnng
fleshy l%u}:lvr-.-s MET[:ILHL rg its popular
Rame. propelier. plant_gan ‘pro-
duce chisters of red [lowers duﬁ:q:
the swmmer. When matare §§ will
also produce plant offsets thal can
::u: removed and polted up separate
¥+
Slill smaller s the popularly
niamed toy cypress, O [pcopodiodes,
Nz slender stems are covered with
Httle scaly leaves, I rarely gels tall-
er than eight inches and to make an
atirmctive display, three or Jour
plants should be polted together,

There ‘mre dwar! erassulas: O
cooper grows 5o low i like & soc
culent pround cover and C, schimidlii
hai= FH}II'||.L'I:| dark green leaves and
will “produace beiochl pink  flowers,
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There's even . perforats, string of
Buitors, that :.-Epcpf-frm for a I'I-iﬁl.nl
basket because its succulent leaves
Brdw an trakling stems.

All members of the Crassula fami-
Iy have the game  requirefnenis
They meed ‘bright - light, prefernbly
with some sun and medium-to-cool
temperatures, My jade tree sits in
am enst Witidow and my house is nev.
er hol_

Just nhait thie anly way Lo serious-
ly damage any Crassula is by over-
"-'-'.IIE'J]'IHEHT]_E_'E 1I';1| their mmrlﬂuct:uc
growing during the spring and sum-
mer ol showld b ul?::cﬁ.:d moder-
alely then, betting the soil dry be
tween walerings. During the fall and
winter they should be watered less
aften. Hemember, lhe leaves are
succubent. They stone thelr own-wa-
ler supply. I the leaves begin lo
shrivel you'll know you're being too
slingy, but g watering will
bring that thirsty plant back to life in
notime.

[t's alsa important when you repol
not to plant the jode iree or any suc
culenl amy devper than it was. He-
potting sheald be done overy [wo or
three years whoen the plant is pol
hound. | always wse clay pots, which
dry ol fister Ehan plasiic, for suwecu-
lend plants. Crock the new pod well fa
nsure good drainage and use a soil
mix af two parcis polting sofl amsd one
part periiti :

Yol can propagale crassulas by
taking leal or leaf lip cultings and
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_Sucéﬁle-qf_s" make ideal houseplants

rooting them in the same sol mix
fure, They rood very easily

I'd alsd like to rnention kalomeboe,
anither succitlent RKafanchos
blozsfediang, covered with red Mow
e, s available al many florsis dur
ing the hodidays. No promise ks made
that if will be a long-lived plant and
many pEI:li.l-]l:- toss it ot alter it has
Boomed. I'm as lackadaisical aboul
Ihrowing oul & plant as | am aboui
caring lor it somelimes, and 1 can
repart that 1 have kept kalanchees
for two or three years and they have
rebloomed
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differenl variely i K
purrila. which has sibvery leaves and
dusty pink  flovwers, and mokes o
very attraclive show
Baaskel. All Kabinechoss regieiee  Uhe
same cane 3% the crassula family
Smrroes: The California Epi Cen-
ler, P Box 431, Vista, CA 50T .
fradalog 51 Caefus fem ".f_l.“ﬂ-j'll."
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foee! Mprn Defve. Copertine, CA
Sl almr 81 K&l Cactus” and
Sucedilend  Nursery, 11 Stockion
vy Gendr, - £ wan?: Lopes's *
Grevnhmses, 35 North Street. Dan-
7 finfleawy, CT (8209 ciiba Jagh £10 *
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