There are three kinds of gardeners in the
world: those who slavishly irggu'e IInan hardi-
Tecis zone maps; Lhose who studiously ignore
hardisess zone ma ;.Ilndlhﬂ-!'d,l}dm'l
know what a ha ppss zone map ! Al

. thred can be missing, oul on certain
i mm.mym' -
" Ga zines aml catalogs of-
ten include a hardiness rone map which indi-

cales the l\'rr.g .minimum lem tiares
EUflered during Yhe winler over a given area.
Thiz map which hus been in use since 1538

was slightly revised in 1967 and is based on
summarized by the US Wealher
Bureau.

‘The national map wides the gardener
with some general information, bul anyone
wha_iravels as little as five or fen miles lo
work or on errands will nolice there is a real

' varialion in the wenther and in plants” grow-
* g cycles within a relatively small geg-
graphical area. .

Acconding o the kardiness zone map, the
average minimum temperatures o my hall
of Massachusctts are usually 101090 degrees

iness

.
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below zere. However my house 18 1600 feet

abeve o valley and the temperatures are

more severe beoauss of the altitude,
According bo my records, 1 also hiave few

o ef days bebween the nsl spring frosd god the

first fall frost, Considering the altitude pod
the I mile distance into the valley. you
mighl expecl a fair amound of difference
Ye4 my growing season is probably o month
lunger than my nearest neighbars’y growing.
senson = and Lhey are only“ 10 of a mile
away, downhill from my house s

My gardens all lie on a southern slope that
enjoys lols of beeeze — in the winier we eall
it the Monireal Exprest | am fortemate o

have this charmed. picroclimateewhere ear-
ly and late frests are d rigght down the
hill 1o setile on my-neighbor's garden. Obwi-
ously this suggests at least one olher way of
measuring hardiness — ithe nember of {rost
free days. .

A reader called me in late October to say
that she had an saster lily that was still in
hloom in her yord Wasn't thal cxbroordi-
nary? I was bndeed. and it was a pleasure
she might not have had, if she followed the
convenlional wisdam  abowi what  would
itrow, moddl for how long, in her climate.

The lesson Lo be learneed here is Bt we all
should be willing to check hirdiness maps, to
listen to the advice and expericnee of other
gardeners, but Uswen o'l willing 1o experi-
maal. 1o push or tesd the limitations of owr
wanden - v

aile, possilily tw fail, e pdssihly te meet
with o beautiful sureess

P

With the holiday= nearly upon s e had

=4
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*several questions about Christmas cactus

The lirst 15, whai's the diffefence belweosn
Christmas wed Tharksgiving cactss?

Eoth belong to Lhe Schlumbergera family,
but 5. bridgesi (Chrislmas cacliss ) has stem
segments with smooth edges and 5. truncata
i Thanksgiving cactus| has pointed ar hooked
=dges. They bloom al slightly  different
tmes, bl the white, pink or red blossoms
are similar and they ﬂj;ﬁ'l: similar culiural
requirements. They both ‘need cool night
temperatiares (50-55 degreesi in the fall 1o
ETH If termperatures are warmor, they
will need (o have al leasy 12 hours of uninter
rupled dark niss Lo sed buds

Do not fertilize in the fall and water just
chagph lo- keep the suceulent stems {rom
shevelling. I you watch carclully, wou'll
soan konow haw often o water based on 1he
stz of your plant, the pot and the relative
dryness of vour room. | water my Thanks
Biving cactus aboul every 10 days all vear
fong .

0

These ecactus plants need bright, indirect
sun. An uncurthined north window is fine, or
any other exposure, as long as sirong sun |
does nod shine in for very long each day, Do~
naot fertilize the plants until spring and then
on through the summer when it 5 growing
most vigorously,

(hie way o encourage bushy growth. with
more flems capable of bearing a bloom, is Lo
¢l it back, prune it slighily after hloom
Cut off two or & segments from
slern andd it will branch oul. Each of those
prunetd tips can then be rooted in modst ver-
miculile 4

Make a Jittle greenhouse by putting a plas-5
Lic baggie aver vour pal o {lat, making sure
L hald it off your cultings with {1t sticks.
This baggie/ reenhouse will keep the rooling *
medivm from deyigg ol loo qusckly, bat
chieck il pericdically and addd Lide water if
fecessary . Within three of four weeks the
cutling should have rooted and can ke moved

intw small pots



