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Fall is the best time to clean up yo'ur garden

Ulﬂ'hnmn- traditionally get tufned
ol for an annual spring cleaning
But in the garden the fall cleanup 15
im nt to get you off 1o a healthy
and early start at planting time

The first thing 1o do i pull up ali
spend vegetable plants, bean a 1]
wines, squash and fomato plants that
have gone mushy with®frost, and
woeds. Unbess this debris hus been
infected by Wisense vou<an dump all
'H‘l.Il: orgamc material on the mn:p.m
i

Some of this refuse like corn
stalks and broceol stems. is beavy
and will tnke some tme 10 uen e
usable compost. but if you have &
shredder and turn this rough matter
into litthe preces. with lots of suriace
ared, it will break dowr much more
quickly

I you molice Fh.jl any uf vour
EIITII-E- have suflered frm wirrly

Light 1on potatoes and lomaloes: or
MOERIC Virus © oo sgquash or other
cucurbils like cucumbers and pump
king), remove that doseased folage
from the garden entirely Take i 1o
the dump or burn it

K Erass cul and clean up well
a e gander i wvowve heeen
troubled wilh disease because man
weeds are hosl plants

Insect ts can alse ke regueed
and eliminated by good sanitation
Frm.lm in the fall Again. remove
oliage completely that may contain
egEs or larvae and then till the sol

™

Cultivation can bring eggs asd lar
var Io the surface where they will be
killed by winter tem peratures ar el
e by birds
There is still tme to make some
nobes about where vou've plapted
what crops. o vou haven'' kepl o
garden map during the summer
Crog rotation s an ensy and effec
tiwe way of preventing disease and
pest damage Donn planl the same
crops, or even Lhe same family 1o the
siime row next spring Planl oo
crops where the greens were, lama
Lot Al Chve ol Dees 1y et Rl avmid s o
You can leave carrols and beels 1)
Lha ground te be dug later in the sen
sof. ['ve found 1 can™ mulch these
rd croge [or harvest dunng the
winler, because burrvaimg rodents
gel them before 1 die However, |
don't worry ahout leaving them an
the ground until | heve hime 1o tend
to them Odher crops like brussel
sproafs. kale and some  chipese
greens can be left in the gnrden unti
very late. I'm usually able 1w pck
the last few wvegelables [or our
Thanksgiving dinner every vear
Gather your leaves [ump then
on the compost pabe. mulek shruabe
with them or bag them znd bank
volr house foumbabior with them un
il you use them in the garden ot
spring Duon’l throw them awio
They are valuable Thes return o
Bianw matier and futFienls Lo saar
EIETH

Leuchirman

Between |
The Rows ©

Insect pests can also be
reduced and eliminated by
good sanitation practices
inthe fall Agaun. remove
foliage completely that
may contain eggs or larvag
and then ull the soil
Cultivation can Ell'lrlg egos
and larvae 10 the surface
where they will be killed by
winter temperatures or
aaten by birds

Hitchilsa | riajse piits and e i
lave wonderful frabrs De =e |1
ey coRiigrest B oalso Ldb Al inio e dast
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tie rie aind ek down over the win
ter Sumee P opal planting o Lhiese
11 dorsn't matber
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wnd hiod

I wou have acwd soil tand in New
England it's hard to avoul 1's best
tes hime the garders and the lawn in

-

v .
- -

the fall. Ground Ilrm'stnrlr will hrui;h
dorwn showly over the winter, and
several yeurs,  providing cnlt'l
and some magnesium if you've ¢
=i dolomitic limestone. Alse as it
neutralizes the soil, it releases some-
of the potash and phosphorous that
are there as inseluble compounds.
This is why, even if vou don't do any
ather fertilizing. liming your soil will
make il somewha! more rach and
prodctive

Hardwood ashes ore o good source
uf lime and potash, but these pulei-
cots will leach away in the rain, so
it’s best to keep them dry over the
winter as they accumulate upph
them in the spring

The Dvaer garden needs cloaging,
too. I've [ound fall weeding educh
casier than speing wesding. possibly
hegmuse the ground o usually dryer

Cut back Hower statks and foluge
that are done blommang [or the vear
Although 1 knova: where maost things
are in my Nower garden. 1 still l-;n'_'lr'
some labels i place, especliy for
plants tha! come wup bier i e
spring  (Mherwise, | see this emply
spal and bl it or plant senething
elsean HIFl nf el

lEw b chehe but @ s iree  an
mince of preventos s warth b poung
o CUri- A riean ;:..|J'|'||‘I 15 BORNE Tie T
b healtheer. more peodiclive  anid
less troublesnme girder



