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‘HomelGarden . | .
McGourtys make gardening a family affair

McGaurty siaried oat as profassion
out as CESI0N
al gardeners, but jor the 1]
yvedrs Hillside (Ga in Moefalk
Conn., has been the center of thear
life. 1 _
Fred cast aside has work on a doc
torate in political scwoce over 20
rs age 1o begin workidl ot the
rocklvn Botanical Garden Alter &
of years apprenticeship in Lhe
H rium, he took over the editor
ship of thear horticaltural manieals in
1L
After mesting Mary Ann at & hor
cultafal meeting, it didnt take
Fred long e encourage her o take
her interesis in gardening more ser
pusly - or [or romance Lo blssom
In 1979 they 'sent the comary down
the mine shalt” and began sellng
plants on the weekemds  Within two
years they were busy with a full
lime business When they aren’t
propagatisg and selling plants . e
sighing and stalling gardens for
clients or dashing ofl on speaking en
gapements, they write

Pat
Leuchtman

Between
The Rows

Tk Lalke turns Ll.mli.m|. i thie wn
er. Fred sand C it's s
furn o wrile v ARnn
conks " He s workmg on The Per
ennal Gardener.” which will be put
lsskhed W Houghton ALfTbn Toee
sk will gither together arlichs
Lhit he's swritten. but at leas) half
will be maa material. with o fovus
mure un nlerprelalion. on haw b
use plinds indiffecent setbngs

His firs? book, wrtter with Pam
Harper, “FPerenntals Hoew 1o Select
Grom and Enjoy " corcentrated on
the nuts and bolts of growing and =
an execllent reference The wintet
Mary Ann gave over the cowdang
chores resulted i Bhe miva Taylor

Guade's, o Grourd Covers, Vines
HE lip.\'.‘a-l.ﬁ o

‘|.'|,|r-. Ann savs that when they
Rive afvice or |:|!"M|‘II a garden for a
few gardener sl likes o chomse
plienats swith goad Toluge. planis Tt
dort depedid o Bleam alete for
Theur inlerisl

- Fred says he likes plants thal also
nave a o pencd of blosm They in
trodfuied the threadleal  coreopsis
Sliaanitieam b b traade sfter they re
aliged ity mert ot's anly about 15
inches high, has pale yellow NMowers
and s o hloem froom mid-July 10
| rwsr usually around the first of
Dwetobaer o fias garden

Fred begcomisamnnimatey wlen b
Lilks about” plipts law growing
shoslas are alu pood  Sibver Prin
ress e oalwur 1% inches tall, and
starts Bleomng o lale June and
g o all summer Achillea Moan
ship and the purplql capellower are
alhai in flower mosl of the summer

Feviertew  blsoms  all Sumimer

and 15 9 wonderful cut fower. We
inch if back just as we do the regu
ar [all blooming chrysanthem
11 delays U bloomang time but
plant & more compact and produces
lwice as many [lowers. Fewverfew
A spread a ot bul you can help
control that by cutting off the dead
flvwer chesters  The proper name.
Chrysanthemum parthenium, relers
to the Parthenon Plutarch lells &
story that while the Parthenon was
tuxing bausll, one of the werkers fell ill
and was revived with a decochion of
feverfew Hemnce ihe name

parthenium ™

Mary Ann s equally  passionale
amd has empathy for the new and
struggling gardener  ~Beginners

encouragement B othey have
specess with planis that are more
carefree  and  enjoy  Lhemselves,
thiew ™[] e muore Likely 10 continuse on
At experiment with other plants. iy
cluding those that might oeed a Little
more coddling

“When we sugpest lowers Woa

gardener, we put the emphasis
r.n l-lnl.'lth.nti-ilill results -

I otod many plants
lhal aren'{ prone to discase or pests
ar other troubles. For this reason we
wiuldn't recommend phlox which is
susceptible to mildew. Del s
are wonderful and beantiful, but we
wmdd pever suggest them unless a
byver particularly wanbed them and
was willing to take the trouble To
stake, and take thatl extra step of
care

Hillside Gardens has grown o in
clude aboul 25 flower borders and s
open From the first of May to the
farst aof October [rom 85 except on
holidays There i po mail onder He
ciause they concenlrale on uncom

mon perennials which cannot be sup-
plied by large wholesalers, they
must do all their own propagation
This limits the size of their sales
However, they welcome visifors ard
cistamers during the growing ses-
Sl

Fredd noted. “England has a tragh
tiom of opening privale gandens fo
the public. nol pecessarily every
day, but perhaps a lew days during
the'season Its an opporienily o see
a private garden, see how planls are
used  that  they  might; nol  have
thought of . -or copversely, see same-
thupg they hate and con vop never o
duplicate [ wish & similaf tradition
wold take Foal here  Larden Open
Toaday ~
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