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HomelGarde

Don’t be afraid __to experlment in the garden

climate. The swordlike, besal leaves  of a garden comes from the hil'ln—

Recently § was fortumate to have the
opportunity o mes! the well-known
horgicultural  pholographer,  writer
and lecturer, Pamels Harper, She
was on & busman's haliday, visitimg
gardens, and had come to our Heath
hiils 1o see and aph Elsy Ba-
kalar's perenmial pardes which s
i i feeld s gloripus bipo.

amela  Harper  was, bam

and raised 0 England and

* shi's been gardening and

working with guidens o

miost of her lile. She co-authored Por-

enndals:’ How lo Selecl, Grow apd

Enjuy with Frederick MoGourly who

edited the Brookly Botanic Garden

sHandbrook series for 15 years. This

has become a standard and useful

reference for those gardencrs who

have developed & passion for peren-
nials. i

Her ul;rmghl cormesilk hair wos
tucked belind her cars ke a school
girl's, her voice was low, bul she
spoke with the authority.of dise whis
has weirs of experience and las
S0 VeTy sirong opinkons

Pam’s garden n Virginja has
little bit of evervthing. Perennials
have to be very carefully chosen be
cause of the hot climate and dry soll,
Alter a beautiigd spring full of bloen,
July and Awgust are 2o hot that many
plants are forced Into & summer dos-
mancy. This is why she alten lraviels
during fhe summer when her own
garden is least interesting and oom-
fartabie

Then there is o whale lang Nower-

ing scmson in the (000, offesr lasting

o Decemibser

Pam savs that gardeners in the
Norihenst are lucky begmese perenni

als prefer chimate wiih a cold winter
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However, you have o make use of
plants that like your own particular
circumstanees of climate and-soil
She has adapted her ideas of who
makes § pecfecl garden (o Lake ad-
vandage of the Virginia weather. She
uses e full garmut of pland materials

. includingg the flowering shrsts Ut

da so'well in the south, bulbs, trees
and ground covers os vell 4s perein-
als.

vorite Mowers she laughed and said
useally her favorite’ wias whatever
was growing and blooming with most
vigar and health. She did confess to
preat fonddness for yellow primroses
Wit bl oo in the spring beeause they
wwere 5o rmich a it af her childhond.

Recently she's come Lo ke yuecs.
Yuccn docs well in the south where
e wenther is hof and the soll miy be
samdy and dry, bot ¥ - flameniosa

Whists | mskesd e if shie Tad any fa-&"gnd m;,.,..,i. are botly hurdy n our

are succulent and there is a throe
foot flowering stalk that bears a pan-,
lekw of creamy, d gy Mowers. 1
appreciate the yueoca

i Wharthar it dry o wet, Use follage
is mlways attractive.

When we were lalking alsoul gar-
thening she snid she quickly
gove away Hussell  Page's elassic
volume, ““The Education)of a Gar-
dener,'” because she simply wasn'l
inlerested in' his stories about (e
grand gardens he designed for his
rich clienis. “I1's U small ereative
farden that captures my inferest. 1
like a garden with sowl Dnoe o few
landdscape archilects cougtht me up
on that stalement and Invited me for
a wisil, We spent o couple of days dis-
cussing gardens, ba [ think the soul

it looks -
pgood no matter whal disnster befalls.. Iree Lo

able contribution thal an involved
ownier makes o the garden. You can
by 'desd gn, bt you can't buy saukd?

I agreed shoude feel
with Lheir o in-
tereats and passions, bul sald dhal it

* wais sometimes discouraging Wrteal

{ze how much time kol experiment-
ing takies. e

Fam said, ““You kave 1o be

to Fall. Yau have o be wiling te take
the Ume to try ajdozen things that
don't work becpude that's tha!on

way youfinally get the thingtha
does. 11 yow don’l ke chancespeu Sl
et up with o perfectly ie
garden, but it will never be a[wung
more. Take time, loke chasoes
That s U anly way vou can effate o
garden that is 1nr'.|w1du:1l - anmm
Ereal.™
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