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" ¥ husband and | were
salling abong Foule X214
through Fair Haven, re
turning home aflec e

Erimt Vermont family reunkon when
our attention was caught by & group
of prople working in 2 beantitul new
garden by the side of the road We
were so taken by the artistically ar-
rianged rows and trellises festooned
with brilliant scarkt fumner bedn.
flowers thal we barely noticed the
sign — The Vermont Bean Seed Com-
pafty. v bought seed [rom the Ver-|
mippl, Bean Seed Company for
sl years so [ couldn™t resisl e ™
opifiertunity to visit their garden

We drove down ihe driveway amd

upelis the big red barm that houses the
operatien and mel (eek Burke. the
b e ovwier, bn his Baan Seed T-
wlibrl oo his way oul bo join ather sLafl
mwsmebers for a lifthe gardening

It was soon obvipus thal selling

sl s pol jusl o business o Jdeck
and his wile, Mary Sauiler. or o
thetr employess. They are all enlh
stasbic pardeners who bring allection
and joy s well as knowledge and
elserEy 10 thisr work. Jack and Mary
Jusi bought! [he company trom its
founder. Guy Thomas Although they
are finding that the soff n e new
parden 15 something less than lectile
heir W enlerprise s showing signe
af ¥igormo groewih

Wheen the Vermoni Bean Seed Cogn

putny was fognced m 1972 (the maln
stay of ibx mull order Dusiness was
Beftic. Over the vears the selection of
sevd varbelies has grown omd now
Jack i Mary are overseeing the
Cugguany s entry o inte Lwe retabl
murke!  Their seeds and products
Ciah fow b boagdht in selected retall
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stores in Los Angeles and Chicago as
wiell as Burlington, Vermaonl and my
o i ghtsorhood Bresd and Circus
in Hedley. And this 1s just one of the
changes thal is beginning for the Yer
mant Bean Seed Company.

Ancther i3 the display and trial
garden, a project initiated by the em-
ployvees. Jack gaid he welcomes this
kinaf of contribution. and counds on it
lor good ldeas. The new garden IS &
wiy Lhey can all share thelr love lor
gardening in & much more direct way
while fhey learn about more of the
seeds ey sell

Visilors are welcome  Monday
through Saturday righl now, ansd
soon there will be a little visitor's
cenler go thal even when stafll isn'l on
duty, visitors can pick up & map and
ipformation aboul the garden and
give themselves a sell-guided tour
Clearly Jack and Mary feel that pro-
viding the the kind of information
that helps gardeners be sucoesaful is
An important part of (helr bysiness.

Hecently, they initiated o rglonal
gardeners’ network (hal has 13
members across the country, Thetir
plian is to come up with reglonal seed
guides, that will list the best varedies
for each region — thase that-are bes
suited to the different climates, solls
and growing conditlons.

They are also fortunate o have
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Selling s&ﬂﬂa is not justa
business to Jack Burke
and his wite, Mary
Sautter, or to their
employees. They are all
enthusiastic gardeners
who bring affection and
joy as well as knowledge
and energy to their work.

David Cunningham, & groduale of
the University of Yermonl, He s the
stafl hortbculturist apd the person
who is sumrmioned when e phane
rings and someone asks. “ls this the
company that answers questions™”
They are The phome number = 802
o F

David gave us our tour of the
garden which was pul in just this
spring. The soll & a sandy loam thal
hasn'l been worked with since Uhe
property was a working farm in the
“3s David sald because the sall
pewds 3 lot of bullding up with organ
ic matier thevre digging in lake
weed from lake Champlain and
using w0 muleh the paths 5o far
they've gotten aboul 14 loads of ke
weed, and there is general cheering
when & lad osmes (n owith lots of
dead minnows and fish because i
means thal muech fore fertillzer

David showesd ws the beans that
were the ortginal mainstay of the
company and the oriental greens that
Thravid siys have Just ke off since
they added them wlang with herbs
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This garden has klso been chisen
by the All America Seleclions oom-
mittes (o display their winners like
Sweet Mama and Table Hing Bush
Acorn Sguash

“Heirloot seeds are g small part
ol pur garden, bul they ane very im-
portant to us,” David snid Recenl:
Iv. o gardener who was aboul 50
years old fell he couldn’t keep up his
gariden any longer and he senl us o
complete set of all his helrioom veg-
etaliles to grow so they wouldn'l be
lost They oome with storbes aboul
how they were grown o Latvia or
ollver places and then carried e this
country Wre oven have a wine red
be=guns, o kind of fava, thal was senl by
a Mative American '

Only a year ago Jack and Mary
were living in Mew Hampshire where
they had a litthe hoblby farm with an
otganke. self-sulfickent gurden. " enar

taway from the corporale life

een tlsey abandoned Mary's land-
scape design basiness and Jack's po
silion at Wang, they dikdn't dreamn
thal they would own a sed business

Then Mary wis hinsl as execulive
vice president 8l VBS Coo last rall
after their move to Whiting and Lhey
soon replized thal they wold be able
o Lake Chedr interess o gardening
and the e country oul af the hodiy
category and make 11 cenfral o Eheir
Life el barsiness

Visll the mew garden by ihe side of
the romd in Fair Haven or wnite dor
thsir calmslog  dearden  Lane, Fair
Haven WL 0574F This sedr Lweir
firsl Chrstmas catalog, A Cerele of
Seamons will be pvatbulele ar the end
of O o
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