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Homolﬁarden
Don’t look now, but the locusts are commg

. Ever since the h-qimhu ol Lime
= people have feared the bocusts.

-  The Bibleé records a scourge of lo-
*cusis that atewverything in sight. In
LT American  history the Mormons
B \wat a5 clouds of locusis de
on their crops learing main
*" _and then cheered as sea gulls arrived
. jo devour them & -

M iment to the sea guil in

[ E'l-‘-_'r'
= This year we have been warned
P that the 17-year locust will make its
pppearanoe in oour ores. The good
'."_ news is that these insecis are not k-
o pumtsoad all, bub periodical cicadas
" wiho hold no threat for us oF our gar-
'Z. then

The periodical cicada gels ils name
o because i spends most of its life une
]'_j ferground and emerges sasddenly in
‘Lhe spring every 13 or 7 years de-
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pending on which particular species
it belongs Lo, Sormetirme in June, mil
lions of Lhese dmmalure msecis, il
in the nymph stage, will dig through
ther last imch of soil, bead lor upright
objects such as [rees and shrubs or
even Mades of grass. There they will
secure themselves and shed their
skins and become acdulls

They are nof very attraclive Their
Black t=mics are jus! over an ingh
amdd a hall bong, wilhTrange veining

in lhr:l_rwlni;: and red eyes. Then the
acult males begin th sing and conti-
nuer o singt their losd droning song
for six weeks until they ccine-to the
end of iheir lite cycle and die.

[uring their adult Life they do very
little feeding. Unlike the grasshop-
pers which chew, cicadas are suck-
ing insects. They may inserl their

®peak into bark of trees and shrubs
and drink plant juices, but they do
ol eat folinge and their feeding
dranes very lille damage.

‘The adults mate within a week and
less than fwo Wweeks afler mkrglng,
the females begin laying eggs, Adull
femples do the most harm (o plants
because they punclure lwigs and
limbs of rees and shrubs crealing
fiwe to 20 egg pockets on eich whisne
ihey deposil thetr eggs. After six or

sevien weeks, when the sdulls are al-,

ready dead, the eggs hateh and the
nymyhis fall to the grourd and
burTow aslluepu.:zunﬂm Infa the
sall.

There, Lhey lml for roobs From
which they can suck juices until they
are ready Lo emerge. Several wecks
before they emerge he cicadas start
burrgwing upwards and wall an inch
below the surface until conditions are
right for them to make thal final beg
of the Lrip.
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1 onee wisiled my Drother i SNew
Jiersey when he was enduring an in
festation of - cicadas T WETT
thousaneds of the ugly bugs In his yard
which did not make sitting on Uhe
patio very pleasant and he said their
entdless singing was going o drive
him crazy. But thal was tee worst of
it — and it ondy poes on fur six weeks

: Radon auicklv becomina household nroblem
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