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At left, a quiet goldfish pond in Bernice and William Foster's garden; at right, Mrs. Foster works in the garden at her Zoar |

2-man business desagns 4

By LYNN STOWE TOMB

you to sit and dig.”

HEA'I'H - Using a nrlely of dﬁlgns

stoop as much; the rock borders invite

mmwmme
influenced goldfish pools, two young
men from western Franklin County.

have started a g
‘Gardens for Living " The gardens of
and

varies according to the needs and desir-
es of the gwners, but “the prettier your
jgarden, the more time you'll spend iniit,
to make it grow weil,” said Rouse.

'I'hlslsthethnﬂwmmrlhalﬂ.mm
has been

pcﬂ.nmmmywngardmﬂrsl sald
Rouse, “‘afd use the successful ideas in
clients’ gardens. ™

Rouse finds the raised beds to have a

dug to about 2 feet. Compost and
are added to the top, and the

grown
‘Ywmﬁ’sleponﬂwwmghe&w
the soil stays very loose,” said Rouse.
~Good drainage is the result. "

“Weeding is never a problem.” he
continued. “You don't have to kneel or

Rouse has combined a large variety
of plants i his garden and encourages
his clients to mix vegetables, herbs and
perennial flowers. I always use spin-
ach and colored lettuce and cabbage
plants as low borders, " be said. ““Many
vegetables are as beautiful as they are
delicious.”

Starting as an odd jobber, Fouse
graduated to designing gardens by
word of mouth. He was joined last fall
by Smith when started some major
projects in Heath. Smith has a degree in
horticulture from the University of
Massachusetts and working experience
with landscaping and trees and shrubs.

ery in New Hampshire,

and grounds
foreman for New Hampshlm ‘Technical

Institute.

When Bernice Foster of Heath saw
‘s garden she ordered one “just
like it for the front of her 1796 house.
Fouse and Smith designed the layoul
and built the beds last fall, and Mrs.
Foster planted this spring. The finished
product is unique. *“¥ou have to be flex-
i,hle, w i ith what you find in an
* said ““The contour &f the
I.Ind.lhel)peud soil, and rocks or ledge
should all be incorporated.™

One thing they surfaced was a giant
boulder, which became the main at-
traction in a “Japanese'comer” of the
garden. They exposed a large portion of
the rock and built a small goldfish pool

Barton Rouse, of “Gardens for
and

Living," works on

beside it. Rocky steps climb up and
then down, away {rom the pool. farming

Heaths, heathers enhance his garden

By PAT LEUCH'IM‘-'

[tmum-ﬁnanagommﬁdmverrﬂcamml{eam
to visit friends, and it did not take long before he decided to
make this little lown his summer home. In the early 50's, he
bought a piece of property on a weoded hillside compilete with
a small barn that the owners were turning into a summer cot-
uge'[heshadgm!mhla:asmum interior, installing

new windows and laying two straight paths that crossed the
"lawn and led nowhere.
Dr. Calver thought the windows were fine, and he contin-

ued the work on the house, but the first thing he did outside -

those straight
In the intervening vears, amiupuc:ajlyskulm:nhmhg
retired from teaching English at the University of Michigan
in Ann Arbor and moved to Heath full time, he has spent time
pl.anmng.planlmg. arranging and rearranging the gardens
the house. When I use the word *gardens” 1 do not
suggﬁlaserﬁa{reg\darammmw Mower bar-
dtrslilsgardmsﬁownmmdlhe and the old stone
walls. He makes great use of native plants like swamp
azalea, wild roses, mountain holly and others lo-create the

One of the first things [ looked for were the heaths and heat-
bers, Living in Heath, Dr. Calver has understandably
become interested in these plants. He has planted them natu-
rnlmeallylnsma\.ldnmpamahﬂlsl& fading into the wild

uu'gmu\s
were green, but Dr. Calver showed me that they were al-

, but given an acid soll, well-drained and in full sun,
they will thrive. It i possible, by a judicious selection of vari-
ety, to maintain bloom from early sprilig until October. Since
mhl:umm-wmwmmbﬂgm.mmm

B

while climbing Eadillac mountain.™
The bed is also the bome of a number of small alpine
plants. There was a tiny variety of goldenrod that only reach-
‘es a helght of 6 or 8 inches, no taller than the dwarf hemlock
and scotch pine. The bed is 50 deep — almost square — that |
M:tmpossmlouoanyreplmuﬂgorw
ing. Dr. Calvar pointed to the inconspicuous narrow stone
walkways. These paths make it easy to work in the garden,
mﬂuzyn]sondpmpmwular plants by keeping their

Al!heedgenluusgamenwaabe?ammeebalmlma
very unusual color. He said it was a hybrid created when a
burgundy bee balm that he had planted crossed with the lav-
mdarwﬂdvmely There probably is no other like it any-

H:aisa)denu.lthwopenanmngerlorm I had seen
this low plant, with its heavy leaves, deeply
shining as though they were wet water lily pads, at the Berk-
shire Garden Center but could not find its name. Later he
showed me the American wild ginger growing by a stone
wall. The leaves were larger and not as shiny or heavy, but
the roots were tasting, and we speculated that they
‘might indeed have been used in earlier days as a spice in
making

preserves.

Just beyond the house and further up the hill was an early
mteamriallﬂbloomnswdlashe?yemtdgmdng
mararnll.heuw.b\nl Thlupﬂlallwk]tk&madsitb
weeds can be ective in the right place.”

house, Dr. Calver explained that

ground

large lichened boulder apanese

gamen.rwsmlthzlmlynslip maybe a foot square, had
been visible when he started to dig.

Beyond the rock a narrow path led into the woods, lined
with a large clump of cimicifuga, black snake root. Dr.
wmlmmmmwmmfmmwmdm
““They look kind of like skyrockets.™

Of course, man must eat, and Dr. Calver does have a small
wgetahlegammuxnudbduwsmlunt It was looking
wvery productive in spite of the difficult start in June. 1 was es-
pecullyrascinaudbyulnpambeﬂn\ﬂlhpﬂsﬂutgxw
two feet long. The

dials that people purchase are -
c.sl wngdﬁimrwpgﬂhnummmmmww
own sundial that accurate solar time. His quest for

mﬂmmul@mﬂwmr—mm attached tloa
ﬂatmckmme[mmd is surrounded by a low planting that

includes creeping thyme.
Gardens take man; ﬂorm and the effect that Dr. Calver
huu:hiwﬂ'l nr.mnegaﬂyummammuemn
y beautiful coll of plants,

a providentially
belusl.heum taste m:wmwuumman
eﬂurﬂuﬂlynltlu'ﬂ garden. -
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