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YPSY moth woes may wane

Gypsy moths may wreak
havoc “with Migssammtts,
foliage again this spring, but
Franklin County may not
suffer as much this year.

Edward Budnik, stale De-
riment of Environmental
anagement supervisor for
a district including northern
Worcester and eastern
Franklin counties, said the
infestation here is on the
wane.

“There might be a few
‘hot" spots™ around the
county, Budnik said, but for
the most part the problem in
Franklin County has run ifs
course,

After a year or lwo of
“building,'* the mpth popula
tion characteristically
reaches a peak before a-
virus sets in, reducing the
numbers of the pests. The
locus of the infestation shifts
gradually

psy moth caterpil-
iars which emerge from
their eggs in May, eal oak
and other leaves, and can de-
foliale entire areas. This

northern Worcester Count
and worsen along the North
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“I don't think it will be

year, defoliation is expect
to be-particularly hea

anywhere ag bad in Franklin |0

County as it was,” Budnik
said.

Protect the honeybee

ByPﬁTLEUCHTMAN '
Recorder Columinist
Ordinarily the honeybee
does not instantly spring to
mind when the process.pf

food production is being con--

sidered. And certainly not by
those who prefer a sizzling
inch-thick steak to a plate of
“rabbit food.™

However, at least one-
third of the food we eat is de-
pendent on insect polling-

“tion, primarily the

honevbee, before it can be
harvested. Even steak
eaters must remember that
it has taken a mess of clover,
alfalfa, trefoil and lespedeza
to feed the apimals. All of
these forage crops are de
pendent on the honeybee and
they make up the bulk of the
diel of beel cattle, hogs,
lamb and poultry,

It seems to me that the
welfare of the honeybee 15 of
concern to all of us. The
honey harvested by beekeep-
ers cegainly has s value,
but the main importance of
the honeybee is as pollinator
Local orchardisle  usualky
bring in hives of bees at tha
E U s L —
good and complete polling-
tion of their fruit trees
Poorly pollinated trees can
mean a poor fruit set or it
can mean the production of
slightly misshaped fruil that
will not be as attractive to
the customer.
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cell of the honey comb. When
the bees eat this poison they
will die. And even if the
poison is not eaten right
away, the stored pesticide
will slowly release a poison
gas that will kill the bees.,

The death or weakening of
a hive is always a problem
for a beekeeper but it is
doubly so in a case iike this,
Bonney said, because the
cause is so difficult to identi-
fy. He recounted the story of
# beekeeper whose hive died
because of poisoning by
micro-encapsulated  pesti-
cide. Not realizing what the
problem was he took parts of
that contaminated hive and
used them in other hives thus
compounding the problem.
The micro-encapsulated pes-
ticide will break down when
oul in the open and lose s
potency, but it will remain
lethal for a much longer
Dot '"Hsiuredlnhnnry
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Beyond the damage done
to bees and thus to food pro-
duction because of the use
such pesticides, some people
eal bee pollen for the bene
fits it is supposed to give. Un-
fortunately, methyl

parathion can also be harm-
fulto humans.

There is a bill now before
the state Legislature that
would ban the use of micro-
encapsulated pesticides and
I eertainly recommend that
you conlacl your legislator
and support the passage of
this bill,

Forbidding the use of this
kind of pesticide does not
mean that one cannot do
battle against the myriad of
pests that draw a bead on
your garden. Bacillus thu.
ringlensis is a diseasc that
destroys  only  leaf-eating
moth and butterfly larvae
and remains completely
harmless to humans, pets,
liveslock — and the honey
bee. BT 15 marketed under
several lrade names like
Dipel, Thuricide and Biotrol,
Usually it is a powder that
can b mixed with water and
sprayed on affected plants
It will kill tomato hornworm,
inchworm, web worm, cab-
bageworms. loopers and the
Evpsy moth caterpillar.

BT is widely available, not
trqensne easily used andat

not dangergas to anything
or anyone other than leal-
eating moths and butterfly
larvae. This makes it a spe-
cific and valuable weapon
for the gardener,

Micro-encapsulated pesti-
cides are new, but Sevin has

been around for a‘while. Last
Year jt was widely used ag-
ainst the gypsy moth cater-
pillar that was making our
life so miserable. 1 cautioned

_an acquaintance against the

use of Sevin because of the
danger to honeybees, but he
insisted it was all right be-
cause he always sprayed
after 4 p.m. It is true that di-
rections on many pesticides -
recommend their use after 4
p.m. or on a windless day,
but this is to cut down the
possibility of drift, With a
poison-like Sevin you want to
gel the stufl on a determined
target, not somewhere else
am:! certainly mot on your-
self

The best time to use poi-
sons like this is early in the,
morning before bees are.
sHrring.

But again there really is no
need to use Sevin. Bacillus
Thuringiensis is effective ag-
ainst the gypsy moth cater-
pillar and much safer. 1
completely understand the
desire for a necessily of ef-
feclive  conirols agafmst
pests, bul safety mus be e
first consideration. 1 do not
like to have poisons around.
No matter how careful ong
can be, there is always the
possibility of an accldent.
Children and pets are bog
precious o expose to that
possibility.



