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Christmas gifts: Books

By PAT LEUCHTMAN
Recorder Columnist
1.am a reader sa no discussion of Christmas
gilts for Lhe gardener is complete for me without
a mention of some of the books that are avail-
. able. ;

Santa has already made 3 book drop al my
house and | now have my very own copy of Ro-
dale’s Encyelopedia of Organic Gardening. This
1,736-page compendium covers everything from
abella ( “small to medium-sized shrubs in the

_honeysuckle family'") Lo zygopetalum (**a hand-
isgme epephytic erchid”™h with stops at Luther
Burbank, compasting, houseplants, panic grass
and soil testing along the way.

This book has been my main reference when 1
needed Lo find out how far apart to space my
cabbage plants or how to raise the phosphorus
level in my soil. When Mrs. Gleason, our town li-
brarian, wasn't asking me why 1 was laking it
out again, she was asking when 1 would bring it
back. Bul no longer. Al $21.95 |t is an invest-
ment; but 1 expect my garden o make a fair
return.

There are many how-to books on the market.
Lewis Hill is a prolific writer of gardening

-"'.

advice. 1 have recently seen three of his books
and 1 would enjoy owning any or all of them.
First he has a book which demystifies the
arcane art of pruning in a valume appropriately
called Pruning Simplified {Rodale, $3.95). He
gives Instructions for pruning every type of
plant: trees, shrubs, bushes, hedges, vines,
flowers, garden plants, houseplants and even
bonsal. A clear text is aided by simple illustra-
tions.

In another volume he discusses Suceessful
Cold Climale Gardening (Stephen Greene
Press, $9.95). Up here on my hill that is a con-
stant concern, He louches on how to lengthen the

season and how to choose cold-res’stant
varieties of vegetables and fruits as well'as cold
tolerant trees, evergreens and flowers,

Loving berries as I do, I am always looking for
advice on increasing and improving my berry
production and Lewis Hill comes to my aid with
Fruits and Berries for the Home GaFden
i Garden Way, $6.95). There is a chapler devoled
to apples, plums, pears, cherries, bramble
fruits, grapes, nuis, strawberries and more. He
gives elear instructions on how and when o per-
form the different chores required by each
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season, how to improve the soil and how o pro-

pogate many plants.

There are all kinds of gardens, salad garden,
and flower gardens and for the gardener who is
also an enthusiastic cook Rodale has put togeth-
er Gourmef Gardening ($9.95) which is devoted
to the'delights of 48 of the less common vegeta-
bles like celeriac, spaghetti squash, {lorence
fennel and Egvptian onlen, Seed sources, cul-
ture requirements and recipes take the parden-
er from his armehair Lo his savory dinner plate.

Thallasa Cruso is a favorite of mine and 1 al-
ready own Making Things Grow and Making
Things Grow Outdoors and now there is Making
Vegetables Grow (VanMNostrand, Reinhold,
$6.95), In her engaging way she lells the novice
how to plan a garden and offers advice on decid-
ing how large it should be. She then goes on 1o
explain how to choose a good garden sile, create
compast and improve the soil. Specific instruc-
tions are given for many vegetables from aspa-
ragus to turnips.
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be especially helpful to the novice gardener. He
calls it Square Fool Gardening ( Rodale, 9,950,

Mel Bartholomew has an approach Lhal may

for your gardener

ed roses (she approves). It was she who first
told me about Will Tillotson and Roses of Yester-
day and Today. A resident of Maine she has bat;

He says that *‘a square fool garden will yield the
same harvest as a single row conveniional
garden, but in one fifth the space.”” He gives
basic directions on improving the soil, rotating
crops, succession planting. companion planting
and pest control. He also offers advice on incor-
porating your garden into your landscaplng
plan, He even has a chiapter on simple struc-
tures that the gardener can build like cold
frames and frames for climbing planis. This is
an excellent book for someone who has thought
about starting a garden, but has been intimi-
dated by the thought of all the space, equipment
and time needed to have a productive garden.
But garderfing is not all **how-10." And not all
books concern themselves with bare instruc-
tions. £ et
One Christmas | received Katherine White's
Onward and Upward in the Garden (Farrar,
Straus and Giroux) which is now also out in pa-
perback. 1 have spent many happy seasons Since
then considering her opinions on tetraploid
flower forms (she disapproves) and old-{ashion-

tled rough and severe weather like me and
never became discouraged only more philosoph-
fcal.

Thic book is a collection of essays that ap-
peared in the New Yorker magazine from 1958 to
1970, They often deal with the new seed catalogs
and 1 tind it makes a del ightful companion lo the
reading of sced calalogs on dull winter nights
when the imagination has already taken flight
for the golden alternoars of SUMMMEr.

A new book 1 am looking forward Lo reading is
Eleanor Perenyi's Green Thoughts { Random
House, $15.50% This book has lots of practical
advice as well as personal opinions and it is
through olher people’s opinions that Loften find
mysell making new discoveries and growing
mysell.

This is just a sampling of the books available
al this time of the year, bul perhaps it will glve
you some ideas. | know this is one gardener that
is hoping for-a new book under the trée as well as
thal new pair of grass clippers.

If you buy a living Christmas tree this
year, use care if you wanl it lo survive,

First, pick out a fresh-looking tree, either
{ubbed or balled and burlapped, at a reliable
nursery, 1f it isn't tubbed, put it into a
wooden, plastic, or etal tub.

Water it moderately well but do not drown
it. Next, spray all of the foliage with an anti-
drying spray. This will prevent the tree from
drying out in the house and afterward. Obvi-
ously, keep the tree out of the sun and wind.

Dig a hole before the ground is completely
frozen and make it large enough to accom-
modate the roots with ease. Fill the hole with
leaves or old straw and cover it to hold them
in and prevent freezing. Al the same time
mix a generous amoynt of dried cow manure
into the pile of good soil that you took out in

Planting living Christmas trees

order to enrich it. Then (latten the pile.

Cover the soil with a fool of leaves or old
straw so that it will not freeze, Then add &
plastic sheel or piece of old canvas to hold
the leaves down

After planting, stake or otherwise tie the
tree to keep it steady in the winter wind.
Also, mulch the soil ai least six inches deep.
not only over the root ball bul around it as
well.

By all means plant the tree if you can. But
if the location is exposed to drying winds and
sun or you positively cannol plant it after it
has served its purpose indoors, slore the tree -
in the best location you can find, Garages are
bad, The besl spol is a out of doors
which is protected from B and wind.




