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By PAT LEUCHTMAN
Recorder Columnist

Still harvesting. | completely understand the friend who
starts praying for the first frost about this time of year be.
cause it means her labors will be nearly at an end. T know |
spend 50 much time harvesting, putting up vegetables and
preparing the garden for winter that there hardly seems time
Tor eating, but eating is always on my mind. And thinking of
cating and of savory winter meals, this is the time to make
preparations to guaraniee fresh herbs through the winter.

Herbs can be harvested and dried during the summer and
they will seem like a godsend some gray winter day, there
are other ways o keep herbs available during the winter
Firsl of all, certain leafy herbs can be frozen Parsley.
chives, chervil, marjoram, tarragon and basil can all be
washed, dried off and frozen In small labeled plastic bags
They don't even need to be chopped. The chopping can be
done wher you pull them out (o use. Although the frozen
herbs will not be atiractive enough Lo use as a garnish, Lhe
fMavor will still be there, fresh and pungent.

It is even a good idea to freeze small packets of fines herbes
mixture, Fines herbes is & common blend called for in many
French recipes and having parsley, chives, chervil and mar-
Joram mixed and packed together will save apening four sep-
arale bags every time an omietle aux fines berbes is in the
offing

BETWEEN THE ROWS

Basil leaves can go siraight into little plastic Dags or they
can go inte the blender with a little olive oil and then frozes
It keeps very well this way and it brings you halfway to a
pesin saure

Rosemary is one of my favorite herbs and it makes as
beautiful a houseplant as it does an impartant addition to my
pantry. Rosemary 15 a very tender tropical plant whose
native habitat is the hot. dry climate around the Mediterra-
nean Sea. It does very well In a well-dralned garden during
the surmmer months, but before [rost treatens it must be dug
up and put into a pot using a potting soil that has been mixed
with ong-third sand or vermiculite Lo create a soil that will
drain quickly, With a rosemary plaht growing in a sunny
window you will never lack a few sprigs of this versatile heris
Lo season a simple dish of scrambled eggs, broiled fish, any
roasl or many Lypes of vegelable soups

There is also a handful of annual herbs that can be grovm in
pols on a sunny window sill during the winter, Just remem-
ber that herbs do not require a particularly rich soll] but they
do nevd & soil that will drain quickly They do nat like to be
kept damp. Besides mixing the potting soil with sand or ver
miculite this also means that every pol should be well

Monarchs

migrate
A monarch butterfly
feeds on a lawn
weed. The butterflies
are now beginning
their migration to
warm Mexico. Fred
Morrison will
esent a natural
‘E;smry film on
monarch survival
and a slide show of
their wintering
unds at the
orthfield
Mountain
Recreation Center
Saturday from 1-3
p-m. A hike to
nearby milkweed
plant will give
rticipants a
Ehaance to see the
butterflies feed. Call .
659-3714 for more
information.
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By TINA M, SMITH
Franklin County
Extension Service

STOP! Dot thiow oul
that geranium or fuchia'
These two common garden
Nowers can be overwintered
50 you can enjoy their blos-
50ms Agaln nexl year.

Although fuchias do well
on apatioor in the yard, they
can be diffieult 10 grow in-
doors under normal house
conditions. 1f you do decide
to bring them in and try your
hand at overwintering them,
¥Ou must give lllmplants a
resting period during No
vember and December

Bring in the hanging
basket or dig up the plant in
early &-gl.ember and bring
indoors. Place the plant in a
dimly lit, cool spot (50 de-

_ | Overwinter flowers

winter

“crocked" that Is the bottom of every flower pot should be
filled with pebbles or shards of old pols to keep the drainage
hole free and prevent its being clogged with soil

Chi\"l‘!.‘;i.l‘rﬁ]l?}'. basil, chervil and dill are all annual hegts
that grow easily from secd.

.

Parsley is notoriously slow 1o germinate, bui there is o
school of thought that says the seeds can be encouraged by
pouring boiling water over them when they are first planted,
This is supposed to crack the hard seed casing. permitting
the plant to get off to a faster start, | know a number of people
who swear by this method, but | haven't tried it mysell be-
cause sorfar — (knock wood) I haven't had much trouble
growing parsley. This doesn’l say much for my virtue be.
cause tradition has it that enly witches can grow parsley
easily,

;
Don’t be afraid of growing a tall plant like dill indoors In a
pot it will net grow so rambunctiously and judicious trim
ming from the top when you need a little dill for your fish or
potatoes will keep the plant-Within reasonable bounds Dill
heads and dill seeds are the most commonly used pass of the
plant used come pickling time, but the foliage will add that
same special something to your cosking when it |s chopped, |
like cooking carrots with a teaspoon of so of chopped dill
weed and then serving with butter

Fall Service Special

25 Off All Shop Labor
and Free Delivery Within
A 20-Mile Radius

il kmited Time O fert

Authorized Warranty Repairs
on Bolens, Lawn-Boy
Bripgs & Stratton, Tecumseh
& Kohler Engines

ALl WORK GUARANTEED

——
Deerfield !
Lawn & Garden Center |

T Maewies S & 10

Do ctield, Mass. |

FURNITURE
Take euttings by snapping of = STRIPPING
stems 2 inches long or so. Paw-On Methed
Strip each stem of all bul Fick g Berin

three or 5o of the top leaves
Leave the stems exposed to
air in the shade for a day

FINISHING HOUSE, INC.
158 Hepe 5., Groeafinld
TT3-0434

This will help Lo form a cal-
lous on the end of the stems

and keep them from rotting
Set each stem in a pal of
maoistened  sterilized  soil
packed lightly  In - about
three weeks. the roots shauld
be a hali-ineh long. You may
need to water the rooted ge-
ranium once every two or
three days. Just make sure
the plant is nol overwatered
or it willrat |

THE BEST . . .
FOR LESS . . .

THE FAMOUS

JARWOOD
WOOD STOVES

40000 ATY

$33900

For a brochure on over-
wintering geraniums contact
the Franklin County Exten-
sion Service

grees Fo like a b L
Prune back one-third to one-
half the growth and water
Just enough 1o keep the plant
alive,

During the middle of Janu-
ary bring the plant into 3
brighter area around €0 to 65
de s F. Water sparingly
nl’!%lt(.:ﬂp l.l’lep]nhll? this Io-
cation until new growth ap-
pears, Once you see pew
growth, cut away all dead
ahd weak wood,-and move to
a bright spot, but no direct
sun. Water to keep the soil
Remember, overwatering
will cause the leaves to
yellow and drop off. Fuchias
are heavy feeders; use a hj
weekly application of 5-10-10
or 5-10-5 water soluble plant
food during the growing
Seas0n. As 5000 as weather
permits {about May 301
move the planis outdeors
under the shade of & tree or
porch

If want to carry geraniums
through, you can follow the
same procedure mentioned
above ror Tuchias or you gan

GARDEN CALENDAR

The following Lniormaiwn-l.s provided I:':j- Lhe F‘ra:u.;ii;-u
County Extension Service

Now is the time to:

* start a compost pile with garden refuge Do ol compost
diseased plants. You can obiain the bullentin “Compasting
Trom the Exjension Service.

* foree your Christmas Cactus imte setting flower buds
Expose the plant to short days beginning now . Keep it in total
darkness for 12 to 14 hours each night until buds form The
temperature should be under 65 degrees F during this period

Buds will not form at temperatures over 70 degress F AL 55
degrees F, llowering oveurs regardless of day | ength

Notes:

* [hig and store gladiolus when their leaves yvellow

* Increase rutabagn and carrol sweelness by allowing
them to freeze in the ground ane time before pulllng.

*+ I grapes don't ripes, you need earlier varities,

* Fireplace wood which is stored Inside may be infested
with wood boring beetles. Although they do nat damage or
infest the framework of the house or its contents, they are an-
noying. Te reduce this nuisance, store firewood in a sheltered
area away from the residence Never spray the wood with
pesticide because fumes given off when the wood is burned
may be toxic. For a fact sheet on firewood pests contact the
Extension Service

| T .

take cuttings off the plants.

evenly moist but not soggy. *

JARVIS
WELDING

BLOWN-IN
INSULATION

pmmm || oM

Bermardston
548-9073 Willers Fulls 4., Tornars Fells

] 413-263-9541

FREE DEMONSTRATIONSﬂ
No cost. No abligatien 1o buy! "
See the world famous I_T\z 3

TROY-BILT
ROTO

R B
Amazing 2-in-1 Roto Tiller Power
Composter. So easy 1o handie,
you guide it with just one hand!
Immediate Delivery.

LASTCALL. ..

FOR OUR SUPER
DISCOUNT PRICES.

SAVINGS OVER 100

O Lapire G 119

Authorized Troy-Bilt Dealer

[! FOR GREAT CARPET CARE

. USE THE Rug. Doctor. -

4 > Rent The Rug Doclor.

‘today ot
FAMILY VACUUM CENTER
Chopman §1., Greenfield SHELBURNE FALLS
hapman §t., Greenfie HARDWARE
JACK'S CLEANERS Shelburne Falls
e WN HARDWARE
DEERFIELD HOME 19
rrr COMPANY INC.
South Deerfield Qrange

ACT NOW
AND SAVE

WHEN YOU BUY A NEW
JOHN DEERE 40-TO 80-HP TRACTOR
YOU EARN $500 OF
JOHN DEERE MONEY AND
SAVE ON FINANCE CHARGES

Improving Your
Home Grounds
This Fall?
—An excellent time to plant —
FRESHLY DUG SHRUBS-
Spreading Yew
3140 o
21 523%
..... $7.95240r $13.50

* Globe Arborvitae .
* Dk. American Arborvitae . $8.95 2 for $15.00
* BurningBush . . $12.00 ec. 2 for $22.50
* Hybrid Rhododendron. ... $9.95 7 for $16.50

$16.002 ior $27.50
[Medium)
A LE: ;T

®* Andurro Juniper. . ..,

® Waukeanam lunimas Py

dag

LAPP’S i SERVIC

seerererrrarreg’
HOUSE OF QUALITY EQUIPMENT

156 LOC PLAIN RD CREENFIELD, MASS

Serving Fronklin County for Over 30 Years

HURRY —

PRICES WILL NEVER
BE LOWER!

Usually the best costs a little more
Right now it costs a litte less.

21" Toro Side Bagger.
-—""'-‘1

| satnee 5249
| s 3o
CBIN $21g0

lippings or retums theen 1o laws
uli art Wind- Tunnel” bousing
ek -Change bag kit

DON'T RAKE YOUR LEAVES

PICK THEM UP WITH A TORO
REAR BAGGER

‘Model 20755
21" Self-propelled Rear Bagger
OURLOW ¢ 00
¥ SALE PRICE 349 w
LESS TORO'S
| REBATE 50°°



