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ges are really looking for in a blue ribbon

winner. i
“Unjl'nm:ityL vital,” Cheryl was emphatic. *'Vegetables
and fruits mus be uniform in size and color and shape.” She

that entries don’t have to be the perfect size for
eating. They can be iImmature, bul every bean on the plate of
15 must be equally immature and of the same length and
thickness, I now know from my own experience just how
many beans are going to have to be picked to find the identi-
cal twins. ;

Cheryl recommends a careful reading of the premium
booklet and then says there are certain conventions to ob-
serve that are not necessarily listed. First off, be sure you
enter the exact number of specimens required. A plate of six
tomatoes is automatically disqualified because plates of five
tomatoes ere required. Then remember that vegelables
cannot be washed but only brushed off. However, frult can be
polished even though polishing removes the “bloom™ and this
means the fruit will taster. Cheryl says she has po-
llsmde\'ery single apple in a bushel exhibit before bringing it

the Roundhouse,

Mulnupmuuunw like carrols and beets should
be left intact and the top cut off about 1'% to 2 Inches from Lhe
root. The brown skins should be left on onlons. Stems should
be left on beans and squash and pears and apples. This is
going to mean some careful picking. I'm usually preity

casual about harvesting beans, often just pinching them off
the plant, but at fair time 1 go out with my little scissors.
Cheryl says to be careful picking fruit “because you don’t
want to pull off the fruit spur, that will produce next season’s
frult.” Fair or not she says It is really important to pml
mmmmmmmmmmuﬂmu
very quickly. (Although stems must be left on, leaves must
be removed.) Cheryl also notes thal fruit entries must be
pamed and labeled. For instance, a plate of five Clapp pears
must be labeled “Clapp.”

There is equal emphasis on uniformity in the Nower exhib-
its. Pick five blooms that are most nearly identical in size,
color and shape. Also make sure they tend to be on the young
side 50 they will not shed all their petals before the judging
takes place.

Uniformity and-neatness are of paramount importance in
the canning elasses. Jars should be clean and clearly labeled,
1f a collection s being exhibited, all the jars should be the
same size and even have the same design pressed into the
glass. Make sure the outside of your jars are wiped clean and
polished. Cheryl says, ““The contents of canned entries should
be uniform — the beans cut into ldentical pieces for instance,
and the judges don't want to see vegetable paris included
that should have been discarded like the little core of the
tomato."

mity is vital if you're hOpmg for a blue ribbon

She had some tips for those entnrin.g other classes in the
fair. She recommends (yping the recipes required with baked
, Al least print them carefully and legibly. *“Judges look
or even browning with no dark spots. Breads should have
nicely rounded tops with no dents and an even lexture. Fruit
pies should have no juice spilled on the erust or bubbled out
from between the crusis.” Baked entries should be wrapped
in plastic bags or saran wrap that is neatly fitted and taped.
After my talk with Cheryl Fitzgerald 1 realized that grow-
ing beautiful high quality vegetables miay not be enough to
win me a blue ribbon. Presentation counts for a lot. Read the
premium booklet carefully and think about the implications
of all the directions. r
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