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Weldon Hotel which is being con-
verted to 105 spartments for the el-
derly. The $3.7 million project,
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Future homes

slated for completion next April, is
running on ule according to
E.A. Gralia Construction Compa-
ny, Inc. of Longmeadow, the gen-

eral contractor for the project.
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Sweet scents

Flowers that please the nose

Bﬁ PAT Lﬂgmc:-rmm

Vegetable gardens are practical and flower gardens are
beautiful: but there s another dimension to gardening —
scent. Many new hybrid flowers have lost their fragrance in
the search for new coldrs and flower forms, but it is possible
to find flowers as {ragrant as they are lovely.

As I've driven back and forth to work this summer I've no-
ticed countless small lamp posts by driveways and walks

[t ——

purple blooms. These make quite a
THE nows show and they are one of the most
- popular of the clemaiis, but they
don't smell much. There are other varieties available, how-
ever, C. paniculata, the sweet autumn clematis, is a hardy
vine and ly the most sweetly fragrant of all the clema-
tis. It blooms in August and September when it is covered
with clusters of white flowers. It is a stroag climber and
would make a charming addition to shade a terrace or grace
an arbor. In the evening the white lowers will shimmer in
the twilight and the air will be filled with a fragrance that
some have described as being reminiscent of vanilla and
bitter almond.

Clematis montana is another variety that is a strong climb-
er. “Rubens" has delightful deep pink flowers and a lighter
fragrance than the paniculata, but might be {avored where
more color is desired.

All elematis vines have certain requirements. They prefer
full sun although they can tolerate some light or intermittent
shade, Yet while their heads like to be sun-lit and warmed,
their roots need to be kept cool, shaded and moist. This can
be accomplished by mulching or with an underplanting of a

-dense, but shallow-rooted ground cover like pachysandra.

Sinee the clematis is a long-lived vine it pays to prepare the
soil and planting hole well. Clematis is sensitive to PH; the
s0il shou!d be neutral or alightly alkaline, Test the PH and if
the soil is too acid be sure to add a little lime, Excess acidity
in the soil is one of the most common reasons for clematis to
fail to thrive, i

1t also needs a soil that is well drained and rich in organic
matter. When preparing the planting hole make sure it is a
generous size and enrich the soil with compost and peat moss
50 that it is loose enough for the roots to get off Lo a fast start.
If you prepare well in the first place and fertilifir your vine
with compost or a8 purpose fertilizer during the grow-

season, you will be rewarded with a profusely flowering
vine that will grace your yvard and scent the air for many
years.

One cannot think of fragrant vines without thinking of the
honeysuckle, Lonicera japonica */Halliana" or Hall’s honey-
suckie is an old fashioned vine that will festoon a fence and
scent the air. It's buff-yellow Nowers appear all summer and
it is 50 undemanding that it will grow in sun or dense shade.
Your biggest problem may be to keep it in bounds.

When to harvest your backyard crops «

When do I pick?
This -Is one of the most

on “by’

often., asked
backyard gardeners (his
time of .

Here are some Llips from

the Coooperative Exiension
Service: "L

+ SHELL BEANS — D't
pick mow. Let them dry on
the bush, then shell for
winter.

+ SNAP BEANS — Pick
when are small and
straight; about size.

« BEETS — Harvest al
any stage. When the beets
are thinned use the thin-

« BROCCOL] —
heads are t and

When
tigh fully

formed and before flowers me\g
Many side * EGGPLANT — Harvest

start . o u?\m. -

sprouts matyre fter central _ {ruits Trom half-grown size
.Sprout matures. . oft, )

o, CARROTS — Harvestat  + PEPPERS — Hagvest at

y stage.,

+ CAULIFLOWER — Har-
vest- just as soon as head
looks well-formed and before

breaking aj -

. m:lwﬁltmm
half-grown stage on, twisting
off outer leaves at base; new
ones continue to .

CCORN = Harvest as
spon as silks have dried and
kernels ooze “milk” If

any stage; sweel grien Der-
pers: are more nulritious
@hen red ripe.

* WHITE POTATOES —
Dig any time after tops die.

pricked,

» CUCUMBER — Pick
whien half mature, before the
seeds become firm  and

Store in a dark cool place. TOMATOES — Harvest
They turn green in the light. ln:llta wrﬁn plump; s}igh&y
. _ 80 and  fully colored.
SPINACH Harvesl  yeaiyre green tomatoes will

leaves or entire plants from

half-grown stage on, ripen in sbout 14 days al &5

70 degrees Fahrenheit.
+« SUMMER SQUASH. — WATERMELON —
Harvest a few days after full the melon with knuckles.

bloom when young and
%ﬁl_::er before seeds become

‘The standard honeysuckle has been improved upon and one
of the most dramatic hybrids is the L. Brownii “Dropmore
Scarlet” which bears long-tubed scarlet blossoms in clusters
of six for most of the summer. The only problem is that this
improvement has been bought at the expense of its fra-
grance.

An easily grown annual lo add to the garden is sweel
scented nicotiana or flowering tobacco which blooms from
June to August. It transplants easily so it can be started in-
doors in the early spring for earlier flowering or it can be
seeded directly in the garden where you want it to bloom,

Nicotiana come in many colors including white which is
particularly lovely at twilight which seems to be the only
time I can enjoy my (owers recently.

sweetly scented and old fashioned flower is Eve-
ning Scented Stock. It is an annual and the 18 inch plants are
covered with small lilac flowers, but it is its fragrance which
has made it famous. There are also’the seven and 10 week
stocks which come in many colors and bloom over a long
period. They also make excellent cut flowers to bring into the
house for arranging. Although they are easily grown from
seed, it is best to start them indoors and transplant them to
the garder in ring after all chance of frost & gone.

Ruoses, herbs scented geraniums are other plants that
can be grown for their perfume, but those are stories for an-
other day.

{Plants and seeds mentioned in this column are available
from Wayside Gardens, Hodges, 5.C. 20695 and the Geo. W,
Park Seed, Inc., Greenwood, 5.C, 29647).

FRESH ORGANIC PRODUCE
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