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Trees that will bring the bees

By PAT LEUCHTMAN
Recorder Columnist

1 planned to resume my beekeeping career this spring and
it was with sweet hopes thal we set up two hives in the back-
yard. We chose a sheltered spot about 50 feet from the house
that we thought would be safe trom marauding wildlife. In
mummmwwn{mmﬁdwm
plete with queens and were in their new homes. All

each hive.

However, my hopes were dashed about a month or 50 ago
when I went out to feed the poultry and saw that the hives had
been torn apart and plundered. A bear had come for dinner.
My husband had been hearing strange hooting noises in the
woods that he said were thears. 1 was skeptical but he was

We have since been regaled with schemes for profecting
our bees from bears and other wildlife which ranged from en-
closing them with a good electric fence to setting out an AM
radio and leaving it on. Next spring we will probably try ev-
erything and start over again. -

mu:_mnumelmmunmmnmcmorm
bees that do survive. The bee population is declining, but

there is something we can all do to encourage and sustain the
and . Farmers can choose

strife that line the roadways and fill abandoned meadows as
valuable bee plants, not as noxious .

The average homeowner won't want to let his precious
mnmmmmrod.hnemnmmhahyuﬁmmm
!eedmglheheleagmredhmeybeewhﬂesullpmmngau
that it useful and attractive. Trees are an imporiant source
of nectar and pollen for bees, especially since many of them
bloom in the very early spring when garden flowers are still
just adream. -

Tree blossoms are not always very noticeable, but for me
spr}nghﬂuallymlhewnymummpiesapmpsmﬂng
and the tiny red maple hlossoms inconspicuously appear, but

to tinge the whole tree with their deep subtle color.

there is no argument that a sugar maple is one of the

most desirable shade trees to have in a yard. Though they do

not grow fast, they are extremely long-lived and will reach a

height of 125 feet. In the fall there is nothing to match the

spt;:ctauﬂ.ara.nd vivid coloring that has made New England
50

AmOous.

The tulip tree (Liriodendron tulipilera) is a fasl grower
mdwﬂlpulnutnmuchumfaelmnwaﬁ.lmdﬂmw-
ﬂywmlhﬁﬂllulmlwlandili!parﬂmﬂaﬂygmdm
the yard because the branches are high making a very light
shade that will not kill the grass growing below. Again, the
greenish tulip-shaped flowers that grow toward the top of the
tree are not particularly noticeable, but they are much vis-

ited by bees.

in droves

Sametimes a tree has to be planted that is sturdy enough to
survive a city environment. The honey locust is one tree that
is not neeessarily discouraged by city traffic fumes and soot.
When I lived on Grinnell Street 4 number of years ago, the
town was replacing the diseased elms that had been taken
honey locust because it was so atirac-
tive Lo bees and its fine textured foliage was 5o pleasing Lo us.
1t will reach a height of 80-100 feet and is pot very demanding

_out much ceremony, including the large limb. The weather
“yas dry and we thought they had died but on a recent pond-
side walk we discovered that almost all of them were putting
out a lot of new growth. One caveal” Don't plant willows
where the roots could possibly get near any kind of water

pipes. i

ﬁsﬂmuﬂynkwu!‘mm that are valuable for their
nectar and pollen, linden trees, russian olive and of
course, all fruit trees are i t to bees imaddition,
they can provide windbreaks, fruit or shade or be ornamental
in the suburban yard.

Book on retrofitting gives
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