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Improve your soil — make compost
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The bad news is in. I recently got back the re-
sults of my super-duper soll test from the Soil and
Planting Testing Lab in Waltham. They were di-

sastrous.

'Ihapﬂm.'u'rwhlm slightly more acld than
one would like, but it hltiﬂ;nﬁr.p};ﬂojlu:itta;;l;
do another liming in the
more desirable for a vegetable garden.

However, the levels of nitrmpbmphnms,po-
tassiom, calcium and magnesfum, the

trients needed Iur

BETWEEN 5t
velopment, were

Tow. Emlhelwﬂlnl'

'I'Ill llﬁ“ micro-nutrients, zinc,

boron, manganese,

au.s{m copper and iron were very low. (At

'thlsol' heavy metals were also low, I

don't want lead, eadmium, arsenic or aluminum

in the soll.)

Now I know just how far [ have to go before I can
develop a super soil that is rich in macro- and
micre-nutrients and also rich in humus that will
inerease the Uith and water-holding capacity of
the soll.

This year as usual, I did manure the
before planting, nulthemulssudepleledlhatt
uduhavemmﬂeaapeﬁaleﬂnﬂmhmgtlusnﬂ
fertility good level and then maintain it, My
planlslﬂltu\dlymmmwmﬂmt!hwuﬂ
yet , a5 well as areas that will be replanted

the season with suceession erops. 1 will also
be adding side-dressings of aged manure and com-
post, and if I do any watering. 1 will use manure
tea. 1 don't make a fancy malure tea. 1 soak a
ghovelful or two of manure in a trash can of water
for a few days and then use that water which is
now eaturated with some of the nutrients from the
manure in the garden.

Compost Is an important part of my fertilization
program., is created by mixing; watering
and letting various organic materials rot into a
flufty, black, rich fertilizer, You can use almost
anything that comes to hand, Because they are

“Com can be done very

.menuﬁ'calbr or very mcgsunﬂy

and in tbee.nd

?fnnid;hﬂbj product. ’mem

ahundantalmyhmu I usually use leaves, cow

and poultry manure, grass clippings, ki
refuse and weeds. If you have them, you can also
use seaweed, rolted hay, straw and sawdust. Com-
post can be made of any organic materials you can
get your hands on.

The standard way of making compost is in a
pile. It should be at least S-by-5-by-5 feel. Anything
smaller will not as quickly and effl-
ciently. You can begin a pile with a layer of veg-
etable matter, then add a thinner layer of nitrogen

gmemm.nmwalwn{m&m:upﬂw
of lime or wood ashes, and possibly some
thhlaytrh:g until ymha're

Alr is also Important to the decomposition pro-
cess. 1 poke holes in my pile with one of my bean
poles and every so often I, or one of my cons-
cripted children, goes put to give it a turning. The

tm’:dngmi:lﬂ-lnllrlndahhﬂmtheﬂm

now know about the fertility of my soil.

1 have also buried aged manure underneath my
mulch, and sometimes even buried my kitchen
refuse out in the garden in my own casual version
of sheet composting.

Mmhmwmﬂim&w
very casually and in the end you will probably end
up with the same finished product. It will just take
mare or less time, so don't be intimidated by com-

By the mm]ﬂd.a
soil test naumuehmhrummm
and Plan. esting Lab, 240 Beaver Si., Waltham
02254, Yo can get a special sofl sample envelope
and dire 'wns from the Extension Service ot the
courthel_.e.

You will ndnmmullhemuo-andmlm
nutrient levels along with excellent information an
how to interpret the test results, fertilizer recom-
mendations and irifformation on the best ways to
mﬂmmﬂmmmﬂhwwﬁrmmm
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