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Paint your landscape | '
with flowering shrubs !

By PAT LEUCHTMAN

With the bursting
leafing out, I am reminded that the shrubs are one
of the easlest ways to provide a yardful of color and i

Flowering shrubs can be used around the house In a variety
of ways. They can make a striking focal point to a landscap-
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sons of the year. tla, forsythia, flowering quince, spirea
and viburnums can be used and beautifully as
hedges nlong drives or paths leading to the house. If you have
! planted an evergreen windbreak a shrubs will
' add some color and their blossoms show off to advantage

+ against the dark background.

. Forsythia's golden blossoms are a promise of the warm
i beab ln be aporg prdlll (g 5 walroess seosled oo st g g,
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*! eastest shribs to growneeding oaly garden soll. It
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! will even bloasom In Hght shade as well as out in the open. It *
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- Is not pruned into tight Hitle lollipop bushes or sheared into -
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the garden with color in the spring; in the fal its foliage turns
& reddish purple, giving outstanding color for two seasons of
the year, -
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BETWEEN THE ROWS

The lilac (Syringa) Is one of the most traditional New Eng-
\ land shrubs and the scent of raln washed blooms on a fresh
| spring morning make one think that the world is new again,
+ Lilacs are very hardy, but should be planted in full sun in &
. neutral sofl,

The commeon llac that is tamed for growing in dooryards Is
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colors, carmine-purple, violet-red, pink, Wedgewood blue
- and, of course, pure white. They are wonderful for

and actually all spent flower heads should be removed to
Insure good bloom the following year, (Admittedly this
advice is easler (o follow when the bushes are young and have
not yet reached a height of 15 feet.)

Deutzia gracilis is easy to grow shrub. It ls tolerant

of many soll conditions and light shade. For several weeks in
'gmmrwuummummmmu

Spirea is often seen used as  hedge and for good reason. It
is hardy and in May its branches are covered with
white flowers. It also makes & good background for other
more colorful spring plantings. i

The flowering quince Is another bush that will add a bright

inko sunny bloom and the lilacs -
fowering
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nole of color to your spring yard 1 once owned & bright pink ”

quince and it dic] very well in a shady melst location

usually they shivuld have more sun and a soll that s well
dralned. Quino: also comes with white blossoms and the
w;um:nummmmusum
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trolled and it willi not spread wider than two feet. It will alsp
produce fruit in the fall that makes delicious jelly,
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after they bloonn. They bloom on “‘ald wood" which is to say
that they set thielr flower buds late the previous growing
m&hy:lnmmmmmmum
will be ! 3
Alse to prune| these shrubs properly, don't cut them
back at the tips of thelr branches. The I:‘mh

purpose
. o keep the plant vigorops, to maintain |is blooming shilie
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best way Lo priiks s To cut back oid branches at thh base, You

can take out aliriost one-fourth of the bush évery year, This
-will give new plants a better opportunity

-renewed,
less time than piruning the tips and is much more effective.

This winter I ‘nead a lot of English gardening
reading has insjpired me to think about adding two other fio-
wering shrubs ki my garden.

I know the perfect spot for a witch hazel (Hamamelis)
bush. This ls fixmous for belng the chief ingredient of the
medicinal lotiory and It grows slowly to a height of from five to
12 feet dependieig on the variety. Very early in the spring it Is
covered with wpusual yellow blossoms with thin petals that
are wonderfully H. vernalls s a hardy variety that
likes a molst lozstion, but will grow In sun or light shad=,

The witch havel Is another one of the many springb  sming
shrubs, but the ‘potentilla is valuable because it bloar 5 from
late June until .frost when most other shrubs have , ona by,
These thick, bu fihy shrubs only grow to be 214 or 3 fiece tall but
all summer thizy are covered with flowers that resemble
small single roge blossoms. They come In many colors, Ab-
botsford Is whiiis with yellow centers, Klondyke s golden and
the Royall Flush is crimson,

All of these florerering shrubs are available from large mall-
urdérplmtnmmmcm.ngwmldp Gardens, Hodges,
8.C. 29635 and "White Flower Farms, Litchfield, Conn. 06759,
as well as most l'ocal nurseries.
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ADDENDUMI — Another sign of Spring: the Farmer's
Market opens {laturday. As a speclal highlight, the Green-
field Garden Clib will hold thelr third annual Perennial Sale
at the market. The sale will consist of small
shrubs and gniundcovers — all grown in club members'
lawne, The mu: ket will be held in the Courthouse parking lot,
off Hope Street, mh.m.hqmn
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