gardening

GARDEN RESI]I.lI]lﬂNS

Wlih a few adjustments in your approach
to gardening you can enjoy
a better harvest next year.

By Pat Leuchtman
fe:wn‘: (‘ ofuminise

1"s the beginning of & new year
and I'm all prepared to make a
raft of new year's resolutions,
I'm going to learn to cook one new
dish a month, lose 10 pounds, reor-
ganize the kitchen, keep newspapers
and magazines from piling up
unread, read a serious book every
month, and of course, I'm going 1o
become a better gardener,
One problem with new year's res-

olutions 15 that 1 end 1o make too
many and it’s easy o get discour-
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aged when it becomes apparent that
I'm not going to become instanmtly
perfect.

Still, there is always that siriving
for bewter things so 1 will continue to
make resolutions and 1 have a few
suggestions for my fellow garden-
ers. Don’t think | Teel they are all
necessary, but take your pick and
you and your garden may both ben-
efil.

Start a compost pile. Think how
virtuous you will feel when you
know you can turn all your organic
trash into rich, soil-building fertiliz-
er. This resolution hearkens back 1o
the old New England precept of

The following information is pro-
vided by the Franklin County Ex-
tension Service:

Now is the time to:

® set up discarded Chrisimas tree
outside as a shelter or feeding sta-
tion for birds.

» write for seed catalogs. .

# fertilize houseplants.

Note:

» Hptseplants need bright light
in winfer.

. When ground is frozen, cut
down large trees pL

* Don't overwaier plants. -
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your youth, waste mot, want nol.
With a compost pile nothing necd
go to waste, not kitchen refuse,
garden debris, leaves, manure or
even grass clippings. This is an espe-
cially attractive idea now that chem-
ical fertilizers are becoming more
and more expensive and seem less
and less like the complete answer 1o
fertility problems.

Start to grow something that will
last for many years. Finally make a
decision about where (o put that as-
paragus or rhubarb bed. A little
thought and work this spring will
guarantee years of good eating. And
don't forget that dwarfl fruit trees or
a berry bush hedge can be used in
your landscaping plan, adding utili-

ty and fruitfulness o the beauty of *

your yard.

Grow something new. To shop a
the supermarket you would think
that peas, beans, carrots, beets and
broccoli were the only vegetables in
existence. Why not plant parsnips,

“sweetly succulent, or surprising mild

kohlrabi. Plant your own horscrad-
ish and add a real wallop to your
corned beel and cabbage or the new
sugar snap peas that are so different
from the standard Lincoln or even
the oriemial edible podded peas. Arc
you an adventurous cook? Try
growing your own leeks and tarra-
—dfor those French reci. sor
your own Chinese cabbage, broceoli
or radishes,

Try using a new method of gar-
dening. You don’t have 1o change
over your whole garden, but if yvou
have been a devoted cultivator, try

mulching, perhaps in the cabbage
row. Your cabbapes-will appreciaie
having their roots kept cool and
maoist.

Or prepare one raised bed. Extra
rich, deeply prepared soil is especial-
Iy good for root crops or heavy
l;'n:r.lcrh.

Try planting your lettuce or broc-
coli in a wide row 1o help keep down
weeds and prévent soil compaction,
Plant  your tlomatocs inside or
around a ring instead of lettipg them
sprawl on the ground anll sec if
there is a difference in production,

« A final suggestion. I you have
only grown [lowers, think about
adding a few wvegetables. A salad
garden won't take up much room
and tender feal letiuce and cherry
tomatoes fresh from the garden are
bevond compare,

Or if you have always been 100
busy to grow flowers think about
adding a Mowering shrub or an old
fashioned roge that doesn™t need Lo
be pampered the way modern lea
roses do. Perhaps a Nowering tree
like dogwood or cherry would make
a cheerful accent in the yard,
dens can feed our souls as wﬂ
our stomachs.
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