gardening

~ Houseplants

'require TLC
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v Hirst, houseplant was a
pllllndl:udn.m and. i
reigned in solitary splen-
dor on my dining room table, The
dining room was cool and dark with
north and east exposures, but the
philodendron fMourished. I was For-
tunate thar im my ignorance | had
chosen a play that didn’t need a ot

of light and could stand the cold,

1 didn't .Luplrg to anything more
exotic than® philodendron I.II'III| |
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blooming plants like geraniums and
begonias will do well in that same
window; they require a lot of sun.
light. :

Some plants are content with a
medium light. Rubber trees, fancy-
leaved caladiums, ferns and dracena
are some of the planis that will do
well in east or west windows.,
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The following information is pro-
vided by the Franklin County Ex-
lension Service:

Now is the time to:

* Save money by making vour
own wreath.

* Check condition of siored
fruits and vegetables.
* Spread wood ashes on’ your

garden except where potatoes are (o

be grown,
* Check

damage,

Note:

* Brownjng leal tips on house-
plants can be caused by: improper
walering, cxposure to cold drafis,
excess fertilizer and insect atiack.

= Be sure 1o ventilate if vou use
pesticides on plants indoors.

houseplants Tor insect

moved to Greenfield and ook up
gardening with a vengeance, Then |
was  busy  outdoors  during  the
season, of course, but 1 also had a
farge living room. with south and
west exposures, | set to filling it up
with plants and acquired a rubber
tree, spider plants, asparagus ferns,
angel wing begonias and a Torest of
-avocado trees.

The main thing 1 have learned
about growing Iluuatpl.lnl:‘. is that
no matter what your situation, Yol
can surround yoursell with healthy
greenery if you take vour limitations
inte  consideration  before  you
choose your plants. You can have a
lovely jungle of grape ivy, piggy-
back plant, wandering jew and the
ubiquitous philodendron even il vou
have nothing bul north windows.
But don's think that cactus or

4

Once you have the proper plant in
the proper window, your next major
consideration is how much to watef
it. Each plant has differem require-
ments, Cactus should be watered
only when the soil is very dry, per-
haps only twice a month. 1t is also a
good idea to water cactus and succu-
lents only on sunny days and with
tepid water. * (Aciwually, - vou
shouldn't water any plant with cold
water from the tap, butl cactus is es-
pecially susceptible 1o this kind of
shock).

Al the other extreme is the spathi-
phyllum. This is a lovely dark green
plant with arching leaves that sends
up waxy white blooms similar 10 a
calla lily. It requires frequent water-
ing and will start to wilt when the
soil just begins 1o dry oul, A thor-
ough watering will revive it quickly,
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but experience with your own plant
will tell ¥ou when it is time (o water,
without waiting for a telliale droop,
Aside from being particular about
its watering, the spathiphyllum will
thrive with litile care. It doesn't
need sunlight and will tolerate tem-
peratures as low as 55 degrees,

The kind of pot_you use also af-
fects the amount "ol waiering you,
have to do. A clay pot allows water
1o evaporate quickly so it is ideal for
suculents and cactus. Plastic pots
retain water to a much greater
degree so they are recommended lor
spathiphyllum, camellias and aspa-
ragus lerm.

You can grow any plant in élthee
clay or plastic; just remember you
will have to water them differemly.

Many Morists now  attach . lintle
cards to the houseplants that they

scll which will tell vou the planis
basic requirements for light and
water. If vou know what a plant
necds and can provide i, you should
have good **luck™ with your plants.

It is because of providing the wrong
conditions for a plani that people
fail and think a green thumb ig.aee,
mystical gift bestowed acebinth on a
lucky few,

Florists will be happy 1o help vou
by suggesting appropriate plants 1o
use in different situations, Make use
of their knowledge,

Like plants in the garden, house-
planis have 1o be fertilized and they
must also be repotted from time (o
time 50 that the roots don't become
crowded. | will discuss these chores

next week.
Gou rmet 3.
pecsalty Food

fhe Flnest Suls:tmn
of Cheeses & Coffess
in the county. :
Open 7 Eajrs,
§25-9411

FOR FRIENDS. FOOD AND DRINK
Hiachie Hill Foad = Bermarduion, A (FT5T
- Faw ywepmeiioers calt: 413 BAR 9107

HOURS:
Tues.-Thurs., 5:30-9 p.m.
Fri. & Sat., 5:30-10 p.m.

Now Open Mondays
5:30-9 p.m.
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Sunday
11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
" Brunch Only
5:30109 p.m.
Dinner

|
‘ Ahol's Finest Restanrant

ATHOL
STEAK HOUSE

CHOICE FOODS

| _FROM LAND & SEA Il -

Semday budieg By
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Liprovam Arhol Acioss Brong b U aimaon

"4 fine place to eat and drink
in the renter of Orange ™

Stop in for
a real treat

While awav the time in our
bearrifiul lounge il Midnight
Sandwiches and desseris
afways avatlable

Lunches & Dinners Daily
11:30-9:00, 10:00 Fri. & Sat.
Sundays 4-9:00 p.m. only
Closed Tuesdays

Happy Hour 3-6 Week Days
29 West Main 51., Orunge, Ma

h& (617) 544-2526 _d
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