Gardening

Sawdust makes
~ the task easier

By Pat Leuchtman
leisure Columnist -

om Luck saved me from a

slimy disaster j just in time.
We were sipping our after
dinner tea and I was holding forth at
some length about our plans for the
garden. 1 started to ﬂplain that 1
was going (o try growing potatoes in
‘mulch this year. Growing potatoes
in Maine had beeri casy because of
the sandy- soil, but L was concerned
about the chance for success here in

Heath &heresthe soil lswheai']' )
1 hadn't gotten any further than

that, when Tom interrupted and said
it was a good system as long as |
didn't use a hay mulch. Well, of
course, that's “just what [ had
planned. I have a barn full of hay
that isn't good for anything 'but
mulch,

“Old s.awdust." said Tom,
“That's what you should use.
You'll avoid slug damage, but if you
use hay, you're just inviting trouble.
The sawdust is dense and the' slugs
won't be able to penetrate the mulch
the way they can with hay."’

Putting aside my disappointment
at not having another splendid, use
for my old hay, 1 had to admit that
Tom's idea made a lot of sense, |
have used hay mulch and I have had
some slug problems. My problem
now was where to get old sawdust. 1
live near Warriner’s sawmill and 1
could get new sawdust — and 1 will,
storing it for use next year — but
that doesn’t help this year,

Fortunately, my barn is filled
with more treasure than I thought.
While searching for a good place 10
build & pig pen, I found a crib of
clean old shavings so [ was ready to
try out Tom's plan this year.

In preparing to plant my potatoes
there were some things 1 did not do.
Potatoes prefer an acid soil, be-
tween 5.0 and 6.0 PH, so I did not
lime the soil. A too sweet soil will
tend to cause scab. Neither did I
manure the soil. Even when rotted
manure is added, it ought to be done
in the fall, otherwise it may burn the
potatoes nmi {the harvest will not be
as abundaft.

Early this spring 1 did dump my
wood ashes on the garden and
have since been plowed in along
with a sprinkling of rock phosphate.
This is important to potatoes be-
cause the potash will insure that
they have a good texture. #

I cut my seed potatoes {baught at
Agway, not the supermerket) into
small pieces, uch wn]l at Ieasl two

4

eyes and let them dry for 24 hours.
Then I was ready to get to work.

1 cajoled my college son to dig
trenches about 68 inches decp.
Then I placed my seed potatoes, cut
side down, on the sqil and covered
them with a mulch made of old saw-
dust and shavings, peat moss and a
little blood meal to make up for ni-
trogen loss caused by the still decay-
ing sawdust.

Potatoes do not requ:re a lot of .

__mtrog:n but 1 wanted to avoid a
real deficiency. It is because fresh

sawdust uses “sg #such#hitrogen ‘in--
decomposition that it is not usually
recommended as a mulch in the veg-
etable garden, unless you do add-an
extra helping of manure or other ni-

‘trogenous fertilizer. Also it tends 1o

acidify the soil which is great for
blueberries, but not for most vegeta-
bles.

Tom' Luck’s suggestion launched
me on this experiment. From what I |
know about potato culture it should
be successful. The sawdust mulch
will provide the potatoes with a
moist, acid environment in which to
grow and it should keep out the
slugs. The bonus of growing in
mulch will be an easy harvest. The
potatoes won't have to be dug,
merely pulled.

A word about mulches. Mulching
probably appeals to me 50 much be-
cause of my inherent lariness. Culti-
vating and weeding are not my most
favorite pastimes. However, there
are real advantages to the garden.

As I plant my garden, I mulch the
paths with a six inch layer of old
hay. This marks the paths clearly
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I know from experience that 1 am
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down my mulch 1 have supplied the

ng s Appliance

Continued on Page 30 Center

EXTENDED LIMITED WARRANTY

To cover your 1980 gasoline
engine Volkswagen fo
miles or 36 mo. Offer good on
any Rabbit, Scirroco, Dasher,
Pickup Truck, Convertible, Van-
wagon or Camper in stock.

Offer Good until June 30, 1980
Come in for test drive and details.

BAGGETTA V.W.

R. 5, Greenfield Between Exits 27-28 Off 1-91
Call 772-0186/Northampton-Amherst Area. 586-2931 ;

leisure, Greenfield Recorder, June 12, 1980—Page 11



—— T

e ————— - S —— ———

Gardening/ Continued

Continued from Page 11

garden with a kind of time release
fertilizer that will be working
throughout the garden season.

A variety of materials can be used
as mulch, grass clippings; salt hay,
straw, chopped leaves, whatever or-
ganic material you can get your

" hEnRdE on. 1T keeping down weeds is

your only goal in mulching, you can
use black plastic or thick layers of
newspapers. [ will use black plastic
myself around my tomatoes, eg-
gplants and peppers because their
roots require a lot of warmth 1o be
most productive.

for the first time, [ am growing

* §weet corn and I.am going to try out

a ““living mulch.”" Around the edges
of my corn -patch 1 am planting my
winter squash and I plan to train the
vines to grow into the corn. Corn
and squash are mutually beneficial
when grown together and 1 hope the

sprawling squash vines will help
* keep down weeds and keep the
- ground from drying out so much. I

will alsg be growing two crops in the
same space.
“‘Never do one thing at a time when
you can do three.""

In a garden there is always some-
thing new to learn, something new
to try. Keep posted for progress %

Another experiment. This year ports.
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for the E-W diamonds to split no
worse than 4-2.

Even down one.ai 4H was worth
seven out of 11 matchpoints. In
fact, N-S has to bid 4H to hope to
get a better score than -140 would be
for letting E-W make 3S.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
FRIDAY: Greenficld BC, Methodist
Church, 7:30.

THIS WEEKEND: WMBA summer sec-
tional, Springfield Civic Center.

Friday: Unmixed Pairs (men must partner
with men and women with women), 2 p.m.;
Masters Pairs (20 masterpoints or more), and
Mon-Masters Pairs (0-20), 8.

Saturday: Open Pairs, 1:30 and 7:30, with
new pairs allowed to enter the 7:30 consola-
tion game.

Sunday: Swiss team-of-four, two sessions,
noon and & p.m.

MONDAY: Northampion DBC, movice
duplicate, Florence Civic Center, 7:30.

TUESDAY: Norihampion DBC, open ju
phﬂ.lt Florence Civic Cemter, 7:30.
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rituals, who had, in fact, been sin-
gled outasa child by his elders to be
a preserver of the Dakotah heritage.
With this man's guidance, Hill
mastered the “language; and lan-
guage, she found, was the key to a
spiritual understanding of her sub-
ject. In colla tion with Yuha,
_she translatpd

manuscriot from

modern English into the ofd Dako- "

tah/Lakotah dialect, then re-trans-
.lated it back into English using
Webster's 1806 edition as guide (the

edition appropriate to the period of
the book: 1790-1835).

This long d and taxing pro-
cess accounts lilt of language
herey rhythm flections which
at first seem but with a bit

of patience on the reader’s part soon
seemn natural with their lovely ebb
and flow, their perfect echo of time
and place and subject.-

as l-

The journey with Barbara Tuch-
man in **A Distant Mirror,” a histo-
ry, goes back to troubled times, the
l4th century which was ravaged by
plague (not once but four times), by
war, by traveling packs of brigands.
The old chivalric ways were crum-
bling, ‘there was a schism in the
church.

Mew battle tactics, new weapons
were changing war; corruption and
debauchery and religious abbera-
tions were everywhere. Many
thought it was a doomed world, yet
it was the world which produced
Chaucer and Petrarch and a number
of universities. Clearly there was a
distarice between ideal and deed.

Tuchman's achievement is not
only the recreation of a life and its

time, but the way she suggests the

astonishing parallels between that
ill-starred century and our own. As
she points out, Voltaire once-said,
“‘History never repents itsell, men
alwa)-s do.” O




