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Gardening

Preparation helps
with transplanting

By Pai Lewchiman
feisure Columunisi,

emorial Day weckend s
the traditional date in our
arca  for setting  tender
seedlings out into the garden. Bun
you must make some preparations

before transplanting dav.

Transplanting is a shock for ol
plants because their roots are dis-
turbed_and because they must face
the harsher clements of outdoor
weather after being coddled in the
house,

To per a headstart on the season |
start a number of sceds dndoors.
Letuee and cucurbits are among the
casiest plants (o transplant, buot for
different reasons. Lettuce s shallow

sooted and adjuts 10 tr.m\phnuu"

easily. Adier being hardeped alfina
cold frame it goes directly from the,
flat into the garden.

The cucurbits, like sguash and

< pumpking, vers much dislike having

their roots disturbed, so the Tirst of
Mav 1 plant these seeds directly into
individual peat pots or pelles and
after- a very briel hardening off, (a
couple of d@fternoons sitting on my
porch) they go into the ground, still
in their pots, right afier Memorial
Pay. °

Some seedlings are |r:=u\pl.1|1|ud
iwice, When tomatoes, peppers and

egeplanis are siill young and have

not yet gotlen their true leayes, they
can be transplanted from the flat
into individual peat pots {or whatev-
er other container vou would like 10
use, such as styrofoam or paper
cups). Early in the ddy, water the
flat thoroughly. This will make sep-
arating the tiny plants easier. | use a
spoon handle 1o h&lp move the seed-
ling from the fat apd into its new
pot that is filled with the same soil

mixture 1 use in the flat, The plantis

then watered carefullv. It s no
better 1o waterlog a plam than it is
to et it go thirsey.

Later, when it is warn umul.h for
the plants o go img’ the garden,
they are hardened off and set into
the soil in their peat pots, The pots
must be thoroughly covered with
soil, otherwise the pear pot will act
as a wick, aking moisture from the
soil around the roots and evaporat-

ing it. Tomatoes and peppers espie-
citlly  should be  planted -deeply
because  new  roots  will  develop

along the burjed siem,
the plant™s vitality.

The cole ‘crops, broceoli, caulif-
lower - and cabbage, don't  need
transplanting Mto peat pots as much
as the tender plams, but when they
start 1o ger crowded ip the Tlat 1 thin
ther. Instead of throwing away the
thinnings, and part of my seed in-
vestment, 1 iransplant the thinnings
into peat pots - wsing thé same
method mennioned abave. ;

Plants that will be transplanied
from the flat into the garden shouold
be root pruncd about @ week befdre.
That is, take a sharp knife and cut
through the soil, blocking off cach
seedling or two. This will cut long,
intertwined roots and encourage the
development of fing feeder roots.
Separate these  blocks  carefully,

Increasing

“keeping ws much of the soil intact-as

possible when transplanting.

The hardening off process is the
same for all seedlines, whether they
are 10 be transplanted directly from

flats or-the peat pots put into the

prepared soil.

About two weeks before you plan
to put the seedlings into the garden
put them into a cold frame. Unless
vou run into a spell of very warm
weather, keep the cold frame closed

Catalbgs__"_qffer variety

By Earl Aronson
AP Newsfeatures

The 1980 garden seed catalogs
have arrived, offering new and
novel varieties and tried and true
vegelables and [lowers. Here is a
sampling:

From Herbert Brothers, Brew-

ster, N.Y. — an extensive herb list, ™

with an “*herb and ailment remedy
chart’’ ($7). Also cold-hardy wild
“bﬂch'
to-nature-item,”’ plus B8 new annual
and perennial flower varieties.

Burpee, Doylestown, Pa. —
Flowers: Dwarf Gem calendulas in
mixed colord; Dwarl Double French
Marigolds Happy Yellow, Happy
Orange and Happy Red; Improved
hybrid marigold JGolden Climax
{camauomﬂow:rrd] and Bougquet
hybrid zinnias in separate yellow,

" . rose-pink, orange and scarlet colors.

Vegetables: Sweet corn Candystick
11, hybrid-yellow, recommended for
freezing, slim cobs, extra long;
squash Butter Boy hybﬂd butternut
type that produces well in one-third
less space than Waltham butternut,

2V4-2% pound fruit with reddish-.
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* orange flesh, nulty-sweet;

for the first two days. On the third
day open it slightly and close it at
night. Each succeeding day open it a
little more and don't completely
close it ar might unless you expect a
frost, This process eases the delicate
seedling's adjusiment to the harsher
elements of outdoor weather. At the
end of the hardening off period, the
weather should be warm enough,
and the seedlings should be sturdy
enough so that they can be safely set
out into the garden.

I vou don™t have a cold frame,
bring the flars outdoors Tor a longer
and longer period “cach day and
bring them in at night. In the begin-
ning put them ina sheltered spot, on
the porch or undera shady tree. Do
not put them in direct sunlight at
firde, even if they have-Been used o
a sunny window, Taking the tender
seedlings from the howse and punt-
ting them: in:the stropg sun and
drving coudd be o Tanal
shock.

Fhere are many  advantages 1o
starting vour own seeds for rans-
plant. It is cheaper, and vou also
have a larger choice of varieties than
you are apt to get when vou buy
vour transplanis at a nursery. You
cah keep various plants coming
along in flats well into the summer,
s0 thal whenever you have a bare
spot in the garden, vou will have 1d
plant to stick in and thus increase
the productivity of the earden,

brecr (9

Also I get itchy to work in the
garden long before it is possible 1o
put anything in the ground and
starting my own flats of seeds is a
gardening chore | can do in April.

Finally, there is a more complete
satisfaction at harvest, knowing that
vou have had your hand in ngm
from the start.

tomato
Supersteak  hybrid, extra - large,
oblate in shape, up to 2 pounds
weight each, resistant to fusarium
and wverticillium  wilt  discases,
mature B0 days after plants set in
garden.

Park, Greenwood, 5.C. — Let-
tuce, loose leaf, Crispy Sweet, up-
right, fast growing, ready in 40
days; cantaloupe Honeydew Pine-
apple hybrid, smooth, round, §
pound melons, ripen in 85 days on
vines,
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